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Need a Speaker for Your Prayer 
Conference or Event?
There are a number of gifted speakers associated 
with Prayer Connect. Jonathan Graf regularly 
ministers in churches of varying sizes. Carol 
Madison is also available to minister in the area of 
prayer for revival and community transformation. 
Our parent organizations, Harvest Prayer Ministries 
and the Church Prayer Leaders Network, have 
many speakers associated with their ministries. 
You can find their contact information at the 
respective emails or websites. 

Jonathan Graf | jong@harvestprayer.com
Carol Madison | editor@prayerconnect.net

harvestprayer.com | prayerleader.com

Business and Shipping Address
PrAyerConnECt
3525 S. 3rd St. | Terre Haute, IN 47802
812.238.5504 | prayerconnect.net

Article Submissions
We are looking for general articles, ideas, and news 
stories on what God is doing as a result of prayer. 
As a start-up magazine, we are primarily looking for 
newly written pieces that have not appeared in other 
publications.  Writer’s guidelines are available by 
emailing Carol Madison at editor@prayerconnect.net. 
For news stories, we recommend emailing first to see 
if we have an interest in reporting on the event or item 
you wish to write about. Send your submissions to:

Carol Madison
Prayer Connect Submissions 
4300 West 98th St. | Bloomington, MN 55437
editor@prayerconnect.net

Subscriptions 
Prayer Connect is a bi-monthly publication, 
available in Church Prayer Leaders Network (CPLN) 
Membership ($30 per year), Print ($24.99 per year) or 
Digital ($19.99 per year) formats. Both CPLN and Print 
subscriptions include access to the Digital version. 
To subscribe, go to prayerconnect.net. We also have 
multiple copy discounts available for individuals or 
churches who want to purchase copies for a prayer 
team or small groups:

prayerconnect.net
Joanne Telle
800.217.5200 or 812.238.5504

Permissions
Jonathan Graf 
jong@harvestprayer.com | 812.238.5504

reprint Permissions
If you are making copies for your small group or for 
church use, you have blanket permission to make up 
to 100 copies without asking for permission (as long as 
the copies are not sold or in a for-sale product). Please 
include the phrase: “Copied from Prayer Connect 
(Issue #). Used with permission.” Contact us to gain 
permission for all other uses. including posting articles 
on the Internet. We do encourage you to put links on 
Facebook and Twitter to articles that are open to the 
public at prayerconnect.net.

Advertising
If you would like information on placing an ad in 
Prayer Connect, or if you have concerns or questions 
about our ads, please contact:
Prayer Connect, 3525 S. 3rd St., Terre Haute, IN 47802
advertising@prayerconnect.net | 812.238.5504

CONTACTUS
Do you long for the

ULTIMATE
CONNECTION?

  Let author
   Barbara Ho’s 
    easy-to-understand        
     prayer principles          
      encourage you 
       or your small group 
        to experience 
    more of a 
            prayer connection  
        with Jesus.    
   

Retail Price: $10.99
Prayershop.org Price: $9.99 

(Use code UC1211 to receive $1.00 off each book at PrayerShop.)

Available through your local Christian bookstore 
or online at www.prayershop.org.

“Ultimate Connection deals with real life issues and 
stumbling blocks in our desire to have a fulfi lling prayer life. 
It is a practical tool for anyone struggling with the repeated 
condemning thoughts, I can’t pray, or God doesn’t hear my 
prayers. In 8 simple principles, Barb Ho clearly lays out the 
path for our ultimate connection with our Creator, God.” 

— Susan Lana Hafner, OneTouchAwakening, Inc.
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ot long ago, I was in a church that clearly “gets it” 
where prayer is concerned. Mountain View Com-
munity Church in Fresno, CA, hosted our “Can 
Prayer Save America?” event this past February. 

From the time the conference opened, it was evident that prayer 
is simply a part of this church’s DNA.

When we lead such a conference, we ask that the host church provide worship. We 
did not coach the worship team at Mountain View to lead in a certain way, yet the 
worship experience was loaded with prayer. Multiple times the worship leader prayed 
in between songs. His song selections were clearly related to the theme—crying out 
for God to send revival and spiritual awakening. 

Several times during a worship song, Mountain View people approached a micro-
phone and prayed, reflecting the song’s content. At one point during a particular song, 
the main prayer leader asked people from the audience to pray bold, transforming truths 
related to revival and awakening. It was a powerful moment.

But this church wasn’t just putting prayer front and center because it was a prayer 
conference. Prayer permeates its ministry each Sunday and throughout the week.  Pas-
tor Fred Leonard models prayer and disciples his staff to engage in prayer. They all keep 
prayer/spiritual growth journals—and for accountability, they must regularly share from 
their journals during staff meetings. Their weekly two- to three-hour staff meetings are 
characterized by an hour to even half of their meeting time, given to praying together. 

In Sunday school and small groups church leaders provide regular training regard-
ing prayer. Every year they schedule at least two prayer initiatives—from a week to 40 
days—during which the entire congregation is praying on the same theme. Mountain 
View wants every congregant to be discipled in prayer so that he or she knows how to 
pray with confidence. The leadership does not leave it to chance!  

The most intriguing thing that sets them apart from every other church I know: 
Anyone who steps into leadership (such as elders, small group leaders, and those in 
teaching roles) must take a 12-week “prayer usher” class before they are qualified—
and then they must receive ongoing prayer training. 

A prayer usher (a term coined by Dr. Terry Teykl) is trained in taking individuals 
and their issues before God’s throne of grace. They usher people—through praying 
for and with them—into God’s presence. These trained ushers are the ones who pray 
with people at the altar, visit the sick, or encourage those in need of ministry support. 
The church also trains prayer ushers who are not directly involved in other leadership.

Finally, Mountain View demonstrates a regional prayer influence by encouraging 
Fresno churches to pray together. Now a significant number of churches participate 
in a yearly prayer calendar that includes ten joint prayer events. Pastors pray together, 
within geographic clusters, weekly or monthly around the city.

I share this, not to lift up Mountain View or pat the church on its back, but to offer 
pastors and prayer leaders a picture of what prayer “as natural as breathing” might look 
like. But it takes prayer, concerted planning, and effort to see prayer become as impor-
tant as the Word—following the example of the early church: “We . . . will give our at-
tention to prayer and the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4).

—Jonathan Graf

As Natural as Breathing
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The March/April 
2012 issue, “Solid 
Foundation,” is still 
available for pur-
chase in single or 
bulk copies. You 
will learn about 
praying Scripture 
from authors Dana Olson, Cheri 
Fuller, and John Maempa. In addi-
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December 3-13, 2012 in israel

TriP cOsT: All inclusive, minus most lunches. All tips, 
breakfast, dinner, air conditioned luxury bus, driver, guide, 
air and Four Star hotel included.

FOUr sTar raTe
JFK  $3,746  |  Newark  $3,746
Dallas  $3,996  |  LAX  $3,996 
Four Star land cost only (no air) $2,546

YOUTH HOsTel raTe
3-4 people per room, each with their own bed. 
All inclusive, minus most lunches. All tips, breakfast,  
dinner, air conditioned luxury bus, driver, guide, air and  
hotel included.
  
JFK  $2,961  |  Newark  $2,961
Dallas  $3,211  |  LAX  $3,211             
Youth Hostel land cost only (no air) $1,761    

Non refundable deposit due Spring, 2012
Final payment by July 9, 2012

For questions regarding the trip please visit  
www.holylandstudies.ag.org or call 
417-862-2781 ext.3590

“Join me and others for 12.12 in 
Jerusalem as we unite in prayer 
for the poor around the world.”

Dr. Thomas E. Trask
Chairman, Convoy of Hope’s  
Global Prayer Initiative

“I invite you to join Pray 
for Hope as we pray for 
those who are hurting and 
in desperate need of God’s 
compassion”

Hal Donaldson, Founder and 
President, Convoy of Hope

“Coming together in 
Jerusalem to cry out to the 
Lord on behalf of those who 
are suffering is both Godly 
and timely.”

David Butts, Founder,  
Harvest Prayer Ministries; 
Chairman, America’s  
National Prayer Committee

“Our first step to helping the 
poor is on our knees before  
God in prayer.”

Tom Lofton, Missionary, 
Founder of 12.12, Global Day of 
Prayer for the Poor & Suffering

In partnership with the Center for Holy Lands Studies, 
Convoy of Hope invites you to immerse yourself in the 
three-dimensional world of the Bible as a backdrop to a 
historical time of prayer for the poor and suffering around 
the world.

After days of visiting and prayer at sites like Capernaum, 
Galilee, Nazareth and Mt. Carmel, we will gather on 12.12.12 
in Jerusalem for a prayer meeting.

Please visit prayforhope.com or holylandstudies.ag.org for 
registration and itinerary. 

We have limited space available, so register soon!
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regular feature on several 
New England campuses. By 
1823 almost every major de-
nomination and university in 
America had embraced the 
practice of a concerted day of 
prayer for colleges.

Henry C. Fish, in his 
Handbook of Revivals, de-
scribes the results of these 
prayer efforts. “In the years 
1824–1825, revivals were experienced 
in five different Colleges; in 1826 in six 

Colleges; in 1831 in nineteen 
. . . . In one of the Colleges it 
is stated that a revival started 
on the very day of the concert 
of prayer. In 1835, not less 
than eighteen revivals were re-
ported by different colleges.” 

By the end of the 19th 
century, these repeated stu-
dent awakenings had radically 
transformed the culture and 
moral climate of many of the 

largest universities. For nearly a hundred 
years the Church in America observed a 
day of united prayer for God to awaken 
and revive our colleges.

Renewed Movement
This is the third year the U.S. has ob-
served the Collegiate Day of Prayer since 
it was reestablished in 2010 (now the last 
Thursday of each February). This year, 
the number of participants almost dou-
bled from 2011. There were 1,253 prayer 
groups in 776 different cities volunteer-
ing to pray for 2,540 different colleges. 

The Collegiate Day of Prayer’s 
leadership team is an interdenomina-
tional group of friends and ministry 
partners who are working together to 
call America’s churches and colleges to 
unite and pray for a spiritual awakening.

Jeremy Story of Campus Renewal Min-
istries explains: “[CDOP] started as a 
dream among some friends who all lead 
college-focused ministries with national 
influence. It has been a grassroots effort 
spread via word of mouth. It was amaz-
ing to see this past year about half of 
the campuses in America adopted and 
prayed for specifically. As far as I know, 
there is no historical precedent in our 
country for that many campuses being 
prayed for in a unified effort throughout 
all the churches in our nation.” 

For more information or to adopt a 
campus, go to collegiatedayofprayer.org.

News&EvEnts

Thousands of Christians agreed 
in prayer for God to pour 
out a spiritual awakening on 

America’s college campuses on the third 
annual Collegiate Day of Prayer (CDOP) 
on February 23, 2012. There is a growing 
awareness that the hopes, dreams, and 
future of churches and the nation are be-
ing radically influenced by the spiritual 
atmosphere of colleges and universities. 
In response to this sobering fact, thou-
sands of believers are praying faithfully 
for college and university students.

Fathers, mothers, grandparents, stu-
dents, and church leaders from all 50 
states and ten nations set aside February 
23 to humble themselves in united inter-
cession for the spiritual needs of this gen-
eration. They met in homes, churches, 
campus-wide prayer rallies, and 24-hour 
prayer vigils to cry out to God for a 
mighty collegiate awakening. In some 
cases, whole communities were united in 
prayer for the very first time around the 
needs of their local colleges.

History of Campus Prayer
Prayer on behalf of college students 
has a rich heritage on campuses in the 
U.S. The Second Great Awakening 
(1790-1845) produced some of the most 
powerful student revivals at universi-
ties. By 1815, prayer for colleges was a 

Collegiate Day of Prayer Continues Long Tradition

Prayer Calendar
National Day of Prayer

thursday, May 3
nationaldayofprayer.org

World Prayer Assembly 
May 14-18
wpa2012.org

Global Day of Prayer 
sunday, May 27

globaldayofprayer.com

World Weekend of Prayer for 
Children at Risk

June 2-3
viva.org/world-weekend-of-prayer.aspx
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News&EvEnts

National Day of Prayer Unites U.S. in Prayer in 
Tumultuous Times

Prayer Summit Draws Broad Representation

Throughout the six decades since 
Congress established an annual 
U.S. National Day of Prayer 

(NDOP), untold millions of Americans 
have come together every year to express 
humble reliance upon Almighty God. 
On May 3, 2012, U.S. citizens will once 
again gather to lift their nation and lead-
ers before the Lord. 

In doing so, believers pay tribute to 
the example set by the nation’s founding 
fathers and by presidents down through 
the years who have exhorted the Ameri-
can people to seek God’s help and deliv-
erance during trying times. As Abraham 
Lincoln presided over a war-torn land, he 
called on his fellow citizens to take part 
in a day of fasting and prayer, making 
this statement:

. . . it is the duty of nations as well 
as of men to own their dependence 

The Christian Reformed Church 
called its first-ever denomi-
national Prayer Summit for 

three days in April, with several hun-
dred people participating—including 
denominational leaders, pastors, prayer 
leaders, intercessors, and representa-
tives from every congregation. The call 
was to gather from across the nation to 
“humble themselves, and pray and seek 
His face . . .” (2 Chron. 7:14). 

The Prayer Summit was hosted by the 
Korean Council at All Nations Church 
in Lakeview Terrace, CA. Each day be-
gan with “Dawn Prayer” at 6:00 a.m.—a 
Korean tradition of beginning the day in 
prayer. During the three days, several ses-
sions included keynote speakers from both 
the United States and Korea. Each session 

The National Day of Prayer Task 
Force has chosen One Nation Under God 
as the 2012 theme. The inspiration is 
found in Psalm 33:12, which offers this 
important reminder: “Blessed is the na-
tion whose God is the Lord.” 

Dr. David Jeremiah, founder of 
Turning Point and senior pastor of 
Shadow Mountain Community Church, 
serves as this year’s honorary chairman. 
Shirley Dobson continues to serve as 
national chairman, a role she has played 
since 1991.

To learn more and to find an event 
near you, visit nationaldayofprayer.org.

tiatives were introduced at the Prayer 
Summit. A Call for Intercessors seeks to 
mobilize those who will pray an hour 
a week for the churches and agencies, 
leaders and members, and mission and 
ministries of the denomination. A Call 
to Churches encourages congregations to 
set aside one day each year to pray for 24 
hours for the denomination’s ministries. 
The goal is to have at least one church 
covering each day of the year. 

You can find out more about the 
prayer strategies of the Christian Re-
formed Church at crcna.org/pray.

upon the overruling power of God, to 
confess their sins and transgressions in 
humble sorrow yet with assured hope 
that genuine repentance will lead to 
mercy and pardon, and to recognize 
the sublime truth, announced in the 
Holy Scriptures and proven by all his-
tory: that those nations only are blessed 
whose God is the Lord . . . .

Continued Urgent Concerns
John Bornschein, vice chairman of the 
NDOP Task Force, explains the impor-
tance of united prayer: “We continue to 
face unabated moral decline, economic 
turmoil, military conflicts, and the ever-
increasing assaults against our religious 
liberty. Given these urgent concerns, it’s 
imperative that we remain on our knees 
in contrite supplication for the United 
States.”

incorporated 45–60 minutes of praying. 
The two evening sessions were designated 
as “Concerts of Prayer” that were led “Ko-
rean style.” In addition, ten workshops 
featured a wide variety of prayer-related 
subjects led by national prayer leaders. 
One required feature was that half of each 
workshop was to be spent in prayer.

Each general session was posted on 
the website immediately upon comple-
tion, and congregations were asked to 
encourage their members to gather on 
one of the evenings to “watch and pray.” 
Churches listened to the session and 
joined in prayer at their own locations. A 
special prayer guide was also available.

Going Forward
Two new denominational prayer ini-

DOUG KAMstRA is the prayer and disciple-
ship team leader for the Christian Reformed 
Church, and cochair of the Denominational 
Prayer Leaders Network.
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As the Waters 
Cover the Sea

A Global Cry for the Glory of Christ

OOne entire wall in the prayer room in 
my church is covered with a beauti-
ful map of the world. As you enter 
the room, you are immediately 
drawn into the hope of Habakkuk 

2:14: “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 
My pastor has chosen this as his life verse and has 
given himself to pray this promise as the underly-
ing theme of his ministry. God has used my pas-
tor’s example to help change my own prayer life.

A couple of years ago, my church hosted a sea-
son of prayer, 24 hours a day for ten days, leading 
up to the Global Day of Prayer. I signed up for sev-
eral prayer slots, determined to pray with the hope 
of Habakkuk 2:14. I longed for people throughout 
the earth to exalt the name of Jesus Christ and wel-
come His presence and glory.

So I began praying from one side of the map 
to the other. I stood at the wall, placing my hand 
(and sometimes just the tip of my finger) on every 
nation, one by one. I paced myself over the course 
of several days. I found myself placing my hand on 
countries with names I did not recognize. Perhaps I 
had studied their names in a world geography class 
along the way, but my lack of awareness humbled 
me. As the Lord was introducing me to the nations, 
it gave me even greater inspiration to “pray on.” He 
was capturing my heart to pray with hope for peo-
ple in places with names I couldn’t even pronounce.

Truly a Global Prayer Movement
That was the year that the Global Day of Prayer 

reported 220 nations of the earth were represented 
in this global prayer initiative. That meant that in 
every nation I touched while I prayed, at least one 
person was joining me in the same prayer! 

I discovered a profound prayer principle: “God 
puts on our hearts the very prayers He intends to 
answer.”

If we are praying with such global unity today, 
perhaps we are closing in on the day when truly all 
nations of the earth will be filled with the knowl-
edge of His glory. Steve Hawthorne says it this way 
in his article: “Why else would there be a global 
prayer movement unless God is about to act in a 
global way?”

In this issue you will read of ways God is in-
creasing the urgency of His people in this cry—
especially in these last three decades, following the 
International Prayer Assembly in Seoul, Korea. 
Many prayer initiatives were launched from that 
significant gathering. And on May 14, 2012, 
another historic gathering will occur in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Ben Jennings writes about these historic 
moments and invites the Lord to “do it again.”

What is all this leading up to in God’s King-
dom and in His timing? Dick Eastman addresses 
this by sharing his hope for a great spiritual awak-
ening and global evangelistic harvest.

Be encouraged. God is inviting us to join Him 
in His plan by praying for the fulfillment of His 
promise to flood the earth with His glory.  Let your 
prayer of faith be, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

Carol Madison is editor of Prayer Connect.
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Christ-inspired Stamina to Pray for the 

Fulf i llment of His Purpose
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We may be living in the days of the gr eatest 

prayer movement of history. despite some familiar patterns of prayerlessness in the 

church, more Christians are praying now, certainly, than at any time in history. more 

than 200 million believers pray every day for the advancement of world missions. at 

least 15 million groups around the world pray weekly for missions in their communities, 

probably many more. Prayer events and gatherings abound in many countries. 

 in the 1990s, millions assembled to “march for Jesus” in public worship. but 

those numbers were eclipsed by the even larger, and perhaps still-increasing, global 

day of Prayer gatherings that emerged after the turn of the millennium. reportedly, on 

Pentecost sunday 2011, believers in 220 nations took part in this global prayer meeting.

of the Global 
Prayer Movement

The

RISERise

By Stev e H aw thor ne
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W
i’ve heard prayer leaders from several 

countries tell the same kind of story: ten 
or 12 years ago, it was typical to see a 
few prayer meetings or seasons of prayer 
called every year. some leaders would 
dutifully try to coordinate these initia-
tives on the same national or regional 
calendar. 

but in recent years so many prayer 
events are taking place that it is nearly 
impossible to keep track of all the 
meetings, prayer watches, initiatives, 
fasts, and solemn assemblies in just one 
country or region. national and global 
prayer initiatives are now commonplace. 
instead of leaders seeing these as compet-
ing events, many of them recognize that 
the explosion of prayer is evidence of a 
variegated global prayer movement far 
beyond anyone’s control. 

Prayer with 
Greater Substance

The rise of this global movement is 
remarkable in that we are not merely 
praying more, we are praying differently. 
We’re praying with greater clarity and 
proximity for people far from god. 
better publishing and instant internet 
distribution of information easily alerts 
us to urgent needs and long-range trends. 
We are prayerwalking and networking to 
saturate entire cities with prayer.

not only is our praying better in-
formed and focused, we are much more 
organized on local-church and citywide 
levels. We are praying together as never 
before. Positive reports of huge stadium-
sized, interchurch prayer gatherings con-
firm the hope and value of gathering in 
united prayer. 

it’s no longer an outlandish idea to 
enlist ordinary, busy believers to pray 
in unbroken prayer chains 24 hours a 
day. it’s common practice. not only do 
churches set aside rooms for intercessory 
prayer, but now entire buildings are dedi-
cated as houses of prayer that draw pray-
ing people from many diverse churches. 

What are we to make of this phenom-
enal flourishing of prayer? to celebrate 
growing numbers is fine, but far better 
than the great size of the prayer move-
ment is the great substance of the prayers 
themselves.

Extraordinary Prayer 
Inspired by Christ Himself

i’m convinced that the risen Christ is 
now at work, deepening, uniting, and 
sustaining our prayer even more. he’s 
instilling in us the joyous conviction that 
god is on the verge of fulfilling some of 
his greatest biblical promises to com-
plete his global purpose for the earth. 

Why else would there be a global prayer 
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movement unless God is about to act in a 
global way?

The upper room prayer movement, 
as seen in the gospels and the book of 
acts, gives us the best example of the 
kind of extraordinary prayer we are en-
gaged in today. a look at this movement 
shows ways in which Christ may now be 
inspiring, instructing, and leading the 
global prayer movement.

With the exception of one short 
prayer dealing with a leadership issue 
(acts 1:12–26, replacing Judas among 
the apostles), we don’t have any record 
of what the apostles prayed about during 
those ten days of constant prayer. but we 
can be fairly sure that what they had been 
praying was related to what they ended up 
saying on the street on Pentecost day. 

First, I think their words on the 
street show they were praying over 
God’s promises in the Bible. The way 
they quoted scripture on Pentecost 
morning (see acts 2:16–21, 25–28, 30, 
and 34–35) indicates they had been 
dwelling on these very texts in the 
Prophets and Psalms, praying over them 
for days. The scriptures they quoted 
focused on the culmination of god’s 
unfolding purpose for all the genera-
tions and nations of the world. in fact, 
the one prayer we have from the upper 
room is prefaced this way: “brethren, 
the scripture had to be fulfilled” (acts 
1:16, nasb).

Second, they were praying for God 
to do great things. The people of vari-
ous nations who had gathered said the 
apostles were “speaking of the mighty 
deeds of god” (acts 2:11, nasb). The 
apostles were utterly convinced that god 
was about to outdo himself, to bring 
an astounding finish to all he had ever 
been pursuing in all the earth.

Beyond Pentecost: 
An Ongoing Movement

We misunderstand the upper room 
prayer gathering if we think that the 

only thing they were praying for was 
the outpouring of the spirit. That was 
certainly part of what they expected, but 
they saw the giving of the spirit as one 
marvelous part of a far greater fulfill-
ment of all that god would ever do on a 
global scale.

in fact, we see them continue in 
organized ways. They gathered at the 
temple at particular hours. They gath-
ered in homes with regularity and disci-
pline (luke 24:33; acts 2:46). The upper 
room prayer movement was anything 
but a spasmodic series of crisis prayers. 
but when there was a crisis, they gath-
ered again, praying, as they had before 
Pentecost, “with one accord” (acts 
4:24–31, nasb).

in their time of prayer, we see the “up-
per room way” demonstrated: They dis-
tinctly prayed from the scriptures, wor-
shiping god as he is described in Psalm 

146:6 (compare acts 4:24), and then 
basing their appeal on what Psalm 2:1–2 
revealed about god’s purpose among all 
peoples (compare acts 4:25–28). 

They basically asked god to keep on 
doing the great things he had purposed 
long before.

Passion that Sustained 
Their Prayer 

The account describes their praying as 
being “with one mind,” or as it is some-
times translated, “with one accord.” The 
greek word behind this expression is 
a fascinating word: homothumadon. it 
simply refers to sharing the same (homo) 
passion (thumadon has to do with zeal, 
desire, passion). The english word enthu-
siasm is built on the same word group as 
homothumadon.

The word homothumadon is common 

The Apostle Paul, more than any 
New Testament writer, wrote 
“So-That” Prayers. He prayed a 
Spiritual Truth, “So-That” a
Practical Reality would occur. 
Today, CTM has captured these
for you in an easy to use, 
easy to carry 25 card assortmentSo-That

         Size: 
         3.5’ X 2.5’
         Price $7.00 packet

TO ORDER: 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
www.CTMPrayer.org/12
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The 2 4/7 Prayer  Movement  Ushers 

in  R a dical  Prayer
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hroughout the history of the 
church, praying people and 
sacred spaces dedicated to 
prayer have been catalysts that 
changed everything. in acts 
2, the disciples gathered in a 

room, praying night and day—and the church 
was established. in the 1700s the moravians 
launched a prayer meeting that lasted 100 years 
and changed missions around the world. 

inspired by these examples of radical prayer, 
the 24/7 global prayer movement began with 
a single student-led prayer vigil in england in 
1999. it then spread by word of mouth into more 
than 100 nations, focused on setting aside space 
for corporate, continuous prayer.

today god is calling the Church all over 
the world to radical prayer as never before. dur-
ing 2011, more than 1,200 groups registered 
prayer rooms in 65 nations through the website 
24-7prayer.us. according to information gathered 
by Carla harding, the international prayer leader 
for 24-7 Prayer, this was the largest number of 
prayer rooms registered in one year since the start 
of the movement in 1999. 

This milestone also marked the greatest 
spread of global locations for prayer rooms in a 
year. in some of the 65 nations that have reg-
istered prayer rooms, the church does not have 
freedom. These faithful believers risk their free-
dom and even their lives to go to their prayer slot 
in the (quite literal) secret place. god is surely 
pleased, and the hours of prayers are not in vain. 

The prayer rooms continue to pop up in store-
fronts, university quads, primary schools, on top 
of bars and coffee shops, and, of course, in church-
es. The stories that flow out of these spaces include 
the lost coming to know Christ, physical healings, 
emotional reconciliation, the feeding of the poor, 
and hearts truly connecting with god.  

 

Carriers of the Presence of God
in the United states, statewide movements of 
prayer continue. believers across arizona have 
prayed continually for four years, passing a torch 
of prayer that has never gone out. each church 
takes a week to pray, then delegates travel to the 
next church to pass along the torch. The result? 

•  Many stories of the church returning to its 
first love

• 24/7/365 prayer in Arizona
•   Increasing unity in the Body of Christ. 

recently, the states of new york and Colorado 
have purposed to do the same thing. and entire 
denominations have been sending a “torch” of 
prayer around the world.

The 24/7 prayer room is just one of the ways 
the holy spirit is drawing people closer to god 
through communion with him. in 2 Chronicles 
16:9 we read, “The eyes of the lord range 
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose 
hearts are fully committed to him.” god looks 
for devotion, and these prayer rooms are tools to 
steward our devotion to him. We are carriers of 
the presence of god as we seek to follow isaiah 
56:7 by establishing “houses of prayer for all 
peoples.”

The testimonies never get old: college 
students who felt they were “bad at prayer” 
can now pray for two hours and crave more; 
elementary school kids in england have time in 
their school day to creatively connect with god; 
unity develops within communities flowing 
from heartfelt prayers. 

We know the Kingdom is coming, and we 
know god is surely teaching us about his King-
dom as we pray.

DAnA HERnAnDEz is the national prayer leader for 24-7 
Prayer Usa. to learn more and read stories from the prayer 
movement around the United states and the world, visit 
24-7prayer.us.  
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in luke’s description of prayer and oc-
casions where people responded to god 
with one heart and mind and passion 
(acts 1:14; 2:46; 4:24; 5:12; 15:25). The 
word is even used negatively about mob 
mentality (acts 7:57; 18:12). 

The new international version pres-
ents a rather weak translation for ho-
mothumadon, only inserting the english 
word together. This translation fails to 
convey that they prayed with an extraor-
dinary measure of common zeal, shared 
passion, and united mind. it means 
much more than merely being physically 
gathered together. it means far more 
than praying in agreement. it has every-
thing to do with pursuing what god has 
promised because of an earnest, united 
desiring and a confident expectation that 
what god had promised he would cer-
tainly do—and soon.

This aligned desiring was not an 
emotional state or a personality trait. The 
risen Christ himself formed this united 
desire within them. luke says that dur-
ing the days following his rising, Jesus 
emphasized one prevailing teaching: 
the Kingdom of god. Jesus unfolded 
the ancient story about god, ultimately 
bringing about global glory for the King 
of the Kingdom, “the Christ” himself 
(luke 24:46). 

The followers Jesus was addressing on 
the road to emmaus were losing heart 
with every step (luke 24:25). he did not 
scold them or pep-talk them. instead, 
he gave them a much greater framework 
in which to see the present moment. he 
did this by recounting a story much dif-
ferent than the one they thought they 
were in. The largest story they dared 
to imagine was that something happy 
and good would come upon their own 
people. Their big hope was that someone 
would come “to redeem israel” (v. 21). 

Jesus told them instead a truly great 
story, beginning with the books of moses 
and somehow drawing from “all the 
prophets” (v. 27, also later in vv. 46–47). 
This was not a simplistic triumphal tale 
with a cheap, happy ending. it involved 

drastic suffering for the messiah and 
those who followed him. but astound-
ingly, the story would culminate in the 
King of all the nations becoming known 
throughout all peoples as the one who 
enables transforming repentance to over-
come sin (see vv. 46–47). 

This proclamation, bringing him 
renown throughout the world, is part 

of what Jesus meant by saying that the 
Christ would “enter into his glory” 
(luke 24:26, nasb). While the risen 
Jesus walked with the two men on the 
road to emmaus, unfolding this epic sto-
ry from the scriptures about his global 
Kingdom, their “hearts were burning” 
with passion, confidence, and hope 
(luke 24:32). 
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t
“lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to israel?” Jesus pushed them 
past their self-absorbed despair, instilling 
a bold confidence that god was going to 
exalt Jesus as King (acts 2:24–36). That 
zealous certainty that god was doing great 
things for his Kingdom was like a fire 
ablaze in their hearts. 

may god find our hearts flammable 
today so that the movements of prayer 
will increase with steady, jealous pas-
sion—the homothumadon factor—that 
we may pray “with one accord” as they 
did in the upper room. 

We can expect the risen Christ to 
temper our souls with strength to pray 
as those who wait—to “wait for what the 
father [has] promised” (acts 1:4, nasb). 

The Risen Christ Instills 
Passion and Stamina Today

We can look for the risen Jesus to do for 
us what he did for his first followers. 
Jesus was patient with them, willing to 
repeat himself until they finally got it: 
“This is what i told you while i was still 
with you” (luke 24:44). Jesus “opened 
their minds so they could understand the 
scriptures” (v. 45). 

Will he do less for us if we welcome 
him to instruct us? We can expect him 
to lift our vision beyond our own concerns 
and countries. he won’t allow us to get 
stuck in cycles of “selfism,” in which we 
seek for god to take us back to the good 
old days. in acts 1:6, the apostles asked, 

STEVE HAWTHORnE is the 
director of Waymakers in 
austin, tX. he is the coau-
thor of Prayerwalking and the 
author of the Seek God for the 
City prayer guides.

since they kept praying daily with that 
same passion after Pentecost (acts 2:46; 
4:24), they must have expected god to 
do even more than he had at Pentecost.

in our day, many global prayer 
movements are finding that their prayers 
are not just surging, they’re converg-
ing—as we pray for his Kingdom to 
come and his glory to be great. may 
our lord impart the passionate stamina 
of the upper room, so that we may reso-
lutely focus on what he will accomplish 
to fulfill all of his purposes in every 
people and place. 

in this global purpose, he has given 
us much to do. but he is giving us even 
more to pray.  

he global prayer movement 
 is surging and converging. Get Your People Praying with an 

All-Church Prayer Initiative

All initiatives have significant multiple copy discounts.
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Several decadeS ago, a Seminary profeSSor challenged 

me to cultivate the healthy habit of reading through my Bible, from genesis through rev-

elation, annually. That habit has touched me every day since. But i’ve learned in this jour-

ney that no matter how many times you read through Scripture, you can still miss things.

one day, as i came again to one of the most inspiring chapters in isaiah, i found 

something i had previously missed. isaiah is a prophetic book recorded about 700 years 

before the birth of christ. The holy Spirit, speaking through isaiah, not only describes 

the coming of the messiah, but also tells us that the light of the messiah is going to 

spread until he someday returns a second time. chapter 60 begins with these words:

 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. See, darkness cov-

ers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory 

lookLOOK
What God is 

Doing

By Dick Eastm a n
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appears over you. Nations will 
come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. . . . Then 
you will look and be radiant, your 
heart will throb and swell with 
joy; the wealth on the seas will be 
brought to you, to you the riches of 
the nations will come (vv. 1-3, 5).    

i had read this passage many times, 
usually on the same day each year.  These 
opening words of the chapter blessed me 
again, but i felt as if god had something 
else to reveal to me that day. i saw some-

thing i had not noticed in previous read-
ings. as i came to the final verse of the 
chapter, verse 22, i felt as though i were 
hearing directly from god in his throne 
room, as if he were shouting it into my 
spirit: “The least of you will become a 
thousand, the smallest a mighty nation. 
i am the Lord; in its time i will do this 
swiftly.” 

after a slight pause i heard the voice 
of the lord add, “it’s time!”

in the next few days, i saw three 
global indicators of a rapidly accelerating 
spiritual awakening. i firmly believe this 
is happening because of the prayer move-
ments expanding exponentially through-
out the world.  

my desire is that seeing these indi-
cators will plant seeds of excitement, 
anticipation, and hope within your spirit 
so you will say on any given day, “i can’t 
afford not to pray.” 

These indicators include the following:

1. Accelerated Harvest 
Advances

at no point in history has the church 
seen a harvest that can begin to compare 
with what has been taking place in re-
cent days. The disciples asked Jesus about 
the end of the age: “When will these 
things [plural] happen? and what will be 
the sign [singular] that they are about to 
take place?” (luke 21:7, brackets mine). 

Jesus then proceeded to list many 
things. he spoke of wars and rumors of 
wars, famines, and earthquakes, but he 

The “JeSUS” film is one of the most powerful evangelistic 
tools ever developed. produced more than 30 years ago by 
campus crusade for christ (now cru) and based entirely 
on the Book of luke, this timeless film has made an unprec-

edented impact around the world. it has been translated into more than 
1,200 languages and shown in more than 230 countries.

it is estimated that every eight seconds, someone in the world makes 
a decision to follow Jesus christ after viewing the film. To put that in 
perspective, that is 10,800 people per day, 324,000 per month, and more 
than 3.8 million per year. That’s like the entire population of pittsburgh, 
pa, coming to christ every 28.25 days.

more than 200 million people have come to faith in christ through 
the “JeSUS” film, and more than one million churches have been 
planted through the film’s influence. The film has yet to be translated 
into some 500 languages of more than 100,000 speakers. many of those 
languages and people groups are in or near the 10/40 window. you can 
join the prayer team for this project by emailing pray4@jesusfilm.org.
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made it clear that “the end is not yet.” 
he was saying that these things were go-
ing to happen, but they wouldn’t spell 
the very end. Then, in a parallel passage 
in matthew’s gospel, he gave what i 
believe is the real sign, the real indica-
tor: “This gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testi-
mony to all nations, and then the end 
will come” (matt. 24:14).

prayer and intercession play a signifi-
cant part in bringing about the greatest 
harvest in the history of the church, 
which i believe has already begun be-
cause of the prayer taking place.

missiologists, who research what is 
happening in missions among various 
people groups, estimated in 1985 that 
about 75,000 people were coming to 
Jesus daily. if heaven rejoices when one 
repents (luke 15:7), how exciting this is! 
By 1998 that number was thought to have 
climbed to as many as 178,000 a day. and 
in the year 2000 some suggested the total 
reached more than 200,000 a day. 

recent estimates are even more stag-
gering. for example, some researchers 
suggested that in 2000 some 25,000 
chinese were coming to christ daily. 
at a conference of mission strategists in 
2006, one researcher suggested the num-
ber was closer to 50,000 a day. people we 
know on the field in china indicate that 
number could well have doubled by now. 
although statistics may be hard to come 
by in regions like china, obviously there 
is a dramatic acceleration of the harvest—
unlike anything at any time in history. 

The ministry i lead, every home for 
christ (ehc), like many global mission 
ministries, can cite equally amazing evi-
dence of this acceleration indicator. in 
the year 2000 ehc followed up approxi-
mately 750,000 decisions for christ and 
other positive responses to our home-to-
home campaigns in about 100 nations. 
We were encouraged by those numbers 
but had little idea they would grow expo-
nentially in the subsequent decade.

in 2011 our global force of 4,000 
supported workers (with an added 

30,000 monthly volunteers) followed up 
more than 13 million people with Bible 
courses for new believers. 

our church planting results have seen 
the same dramatic increases. in villages 
where there are no churches to follow up 
large numbers of people coming to christ, 
our evangelism teams start christ groups 
(new Testament-type house churches). in 
the year 2000, some 1,500 christ groups 
were established. That’s about four each 
day. only 12 years later, that number 
reached 25,000—an average of 68 a day. 

how can we explain this? The next in-
dicator, in my opinion, holds the answer.

2. Accelerated Strategic 
Prayer Movements

clearly an accelerated number of strate-
gic prayer movements among multiple 
organizations across the globe are train-
ing and mobilizing people to pray. one 
prayer focus that has united many in 
this task is known as “praying Through 
the Window.” This ministry focuses on a 
geographical section of the world called 
the 10/40 Window, where an estimated 
97 percent of the world’s least evange-
lized people live. The “window” covers 
the rectangular area from 10 degrees to 
40 degrees north of the equator and from 
north africa all the way across china.

in october 1993, a month of strategic 
prayer was set aside for the 10/40 Win-
dow. hundreds of ministries and church-
es participated. reports documented that 
during that emphasis at least 21 million 
christians were praying globally for 
this region of the world. additionally, 
some 249 prayer teams traveled into the 
62 countries of the region during that 
month to do on-site praying.

Two years after that first october fo-
cus, i spoke to one of ehc’s overseas co-
ordinators in the middle east about the 
millions of people praying for the 10/40 
Window, where he served. prayer teams 
had visited his area during that month. 
i asked, “did you notice any difference 

continued on page 23
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aging through the morning paper 
or scanning the news online, you 
would never know an unprecedented 
movement of god is underway in the 
earth.  Secular media treats our world 
as “bad news as usual”—terrorist at-

tacks, wars, threats of war, poverty, crime, natural 
disasters. doom and gloom seem to be the order of 
the day.

look behind the headlines, however, and you 
will see a harvest of souls unequaled in the history 
of mankind. and the lion’s share is taking place 
in what is known as the 10/40 Window. luis Bush 
coined this term at the lausanne ii conference in 
manila in 1989.  recognizing the world’s desperate 
spiritual needs, Bush invited millions of believers 
around the globe to pray for a work of god in the 
10/40 Window. By 1993, some 21 million people 
were praying faithfully for this region of the world.

The window extends from West africa to east 
asia, from 10 degrees south to 40 degrees north of 
the equator. nearly four billion people live there, 
including 90 percent of the world’s poorest of the 
poor. an estimated 1.6 billion of these people have 
never had the chance to hear the gospel of Jesus 
christ. however, the seat of every major non-
christian religion—islam, Buddhism, hinduism, 
animism, atheism, and Sikhism—is headquartered 
in the 10/40 Window.

Breakthroughs in the Window
Since luis Bush’s call to prayer, the lord has been at 
work, bringing tremendous harvests in places com-
monly associated with spiritual darkness, oppression, 
and barrenness. Some major results of this focused 
prayer include the following:

The Middle East and North Africa.•	  Through-
out this area, muslims are accepting Jesus 
christ as Savior and lord in numbers dwarfing 
that of all past centuries combined. “Because 
of prayer for the 10/40 Window, ‘The passion 
of the christ’ movie took the muslim world by 
storm,” a christian leader reported. “more arab 
muslims have been able to clearly hear and see 
the gospel in their own language than we would 
be able to reach in a lifetime of ministry in the 
middle east.”
China.•	  Untold thousands are putting their faith 

in christ each day. Some estimate the number of 
believers to be more than 100 million.
Mongolia.•	  according to operation World, there 
may have been only four christians in mongo-
lia in 1989. Today, there are more than 40,000 
believers in hundreds of churches and groups, 
meeting in most parts of the country.
India.•	  Key christian leaders attribute prayer for 
the 10/40 window as one of the major catalysts 
to the conversion of hundreds of thousands of 
indian dalits (untouchables) and backward 
castes. in 2002, key leaders also attributed the 
planting of thousands of churches in india to the 
effectiveness of the prayer movement.
Algeria.•	  one algerian christian stated, “The 
lord has opened before us a golden ministry 
door in algeria. i remember taking a two-hour 
trip throughout the region and every single 
village we passed through had a christian con-
gregation. algeria is truly experiencing a great 
[awakening]. Their time is now!”
Governments.•	  christian political leaders are 
now heads of government in several 10/40 Win-
dow nations.
Wide-open doors.•	  There are 26 nations in the 
10/40 Window now considered “gospel ready.” 
This means they are open to christians being 
involved in their nations in such ways as hu-
manitarian aid, education, medical assistance, 
and political input. Some are open to the gospel 
being preached.

The Window international network (Win) is 
known for launching and facilitating the annual 
Praying Through the Window prayer initiatives that 
have mobilized millions of praying believers glob-
ally for the past 11 years. Win cofounder and 
president Beverly pegues makes this plea for ongo-
ing prayer:  “prayer moves the hand of god. once 
there is sustained, strategic, and informed prayer in 
the 10/40 Window, we will witness massive num-
bers of unreached people coming to christ. pray 
that it will happen in our generation.”

A Look into  the  10/4 0 Window

P

These statistics are compiled by the Window international 
network, a nonprofit organization founded in 1999 to con-
tinue the international outreach segment of the christian 
information network. Their vision is to see sustained, strate-
gic, and informed prayer transforming unreached people for 
christ in the 10/40 Window (win1040.com).
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from when you first went there until af-
ter the praying of those millions?”  

The young missionary and his wife 
had served in a muslim-dominated na-
tion for a number of years. he said, “i 
can’t speak for others, but i can certainly 
tell you our story. in the two years lead-
ing up to that month of prayer, my wife 
and i went with literature from home to 
home. We could not go in a systematic 
way, door-to-door, where we would be 
noticeable (since it was not a gospel-
friendly country). But we would go to 
a home here and there throughout the 
town, and keep a record, and come back 
a few months later and go to other homes 
. . . in two years not one non-christian 
family invited us in. They slammed the 
door, they spit at us, and they threatened 
us. not even one person let us come in.

“But then came that month of 
prayer,” he said, “and in the last two 
years since that month of prayer, we have 
been invited into the homes of—and led 
to Jesus christ—more than 2,000 mus-
lims who lived in those same villages!”

3. Accelerated Signs  
and Wonders

acts 2:43 says of the early church: “every-
one was filled with awe at the many won-
ders and signs performed by the apostles.” 

i carry in my Bible a three-fold state-
ment by a. W. Tozer: “anything god 
has ever done at any time he can do now. 
anything god has ever done anywhere 
he can do here. anything god has ever 
done for anybody he can do for you.” 
We should not be surprised that god is 
moving supernaturally in these days as the 
result of all the prayer rising globally.

myanmar, the former country of 
Burma, is a country that needs much 
prayer. a case study presented to me 
tells the story of a monk in one of the 
high mountain monasteries. he was 
sitting in front of the statue of Buddha, 
chanting with his eyes closed. Suddenly 
he heard an audible voice. he was posi-
tive that it was the Buddha speaking to 

him. The voice said, “go find Jesus.”
he had never heard the name, Jesus, but 

because he thought the Buddha had said, 
“go find Jesus,” he jumped to his feet and 
headed for the door. The head of the mon-
astery said, “Wait! Where are you going?” 

The monk turned to him and said, 
“The Buddha told me to go find Jesus.”

The head of the monastery replied, 
“Who’s Jesus?” 

“i don’t know,” the young monk said, 
“but the Buddha said to find him.”

The monk headed down the mountain, 
and, when he came to the first town, he 
saw a huge poster that said in the Burmese 
language, come See JeSUS. With excite-
ment the monk thought, He’s here in town! 

it was the night an evangelistic team 
was showing the “JeSUS” film in a local 
hall. The monk went to that meeting that 
same night and saw the story of Jesus 
for the first time. By the end of that first 
encounter, he gave his heart to Jesus! 
That monk, of course, quickly realized 
that it was not the Buddha that told him 
to go find Jesus. it was the holy Spirit 
working. The last i heard, the monk had 
become an evangelist. 

Praying at Jesus’ Feet
i am convinced that god is working as 
a result of people praying. he wants you 
to pray for his will to be done. god is 
bringing in an incredible harvest around 
the world, and i believe he wants to do 
the same in the U.S.

as we keep seeking god, the heavens 
are going to open and we are going to see 
great things happening. There is no chal-
lenge or problem too great. god never 
lacks a solution. The real school of prayer 
is at Jesus’ feet. may we concentrate on 
what he wants us to do!  

DICK EASTMAN, president 
of every home for christ, is 
a popular author and speaker. 
his books include Beyond 
Imagination: A Simple Plan to 
Save the World, and his newest 

book, The Purple Pig and Other Miracles. you 
can learn more at ehc.org.
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Near ly 30 years ago, aN uNpr ecedeNted pr ayer 

gathering in seoul, Korea, marked the beginning of a new era in global prayer. In 1984, 

leaders from 71 nations came together for an International prayer assembly for World 

evangelization (IpaWe). 

sponsored by the lausanne committee for World evangelization and the World evan-

gelical Fellowship, the prayer assembly is remembered for the global spiritual tide that burst 

forth and continues today beyond human expectations. david Butts, chairman of america’s 

National prayer committee, recently commented, “Many people believe the IpaWe helped 

launch the modern prayer movement worldwide.”

south Korea was selected for the assembly in order to experience the passion for prayer 

that had gripped that country since the 1950 North Korean invasion. This proved to be 

a wise location. god used the passionate prayer of south Korean believers to inspire this 

new world movement of prayer. 

Lord, Do It
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Historic  World  Prayer  A ssemblies 

Launch Global  Prayer

AgAin
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A In a demonstration of the commit-
ment to launch a global prayer move-
ment, a map of china was given to con-
ferees, and every province of china was 
prayed for. In addition, 100,000 people 
participated in a closing prayer rally in 
dook seom park.

Near the end of the assembly, a select 
committee was convened to draft a world-
wide call to prayer for the completion of 
the great commission of Jesus christ. 
chaired by the late sherman Williams, 
the call was adopted by the assembly. 
Vonette Bright (campus crusade for 
christ) joined me in compiling material 
from that assembly into a book, titled Un-
leashing the Power of Prayer, published by 
Moody press in 1989 (now out of print).

a dedicated team of leaders navigated 
uncharted waters in the first prayer as-
sembly. Many of them continue as prayer 
leaders today. outstanding contributions 
were made by J. edwin orr, Harold 
lindsell, Joy dawson, richard lovelace, 

dick eastman, evelyn christenson, and 
many other presenters including Korea’s 
dr. Joon gon Kim, host chairman; 
china’s Thomas Wang, program chair-
man; Vonette Bright, c. peter Wagner, 
and leighton Ford. 

Launching International 
Activities

Many of the prayer initiatives around the 
world since the IpWea in 1984, can be 
traced back to that explosive assembly. 
some of the startling developments in-
clude:

annual city days of prayer and na-•	
tional days of prayer, including the 
u.s. Ndop
Numerous 30- and 40-day prayer •	
initiatives
large regional prayer chains, net-•	
works, and assemblies
proliferating intercessory prayer orga-•	
nizations
Increasing numbers of schools and •	
“houses” of prayer
prayer leadership training and on-site •	
prayer teams
appointments of prayer coordinators •	
and correspondents
prayer seminars, books, and curricula•	
college, high school, and children’s •	
prayer movements
on-site prayer teams for strategic events•	
prayer curricula for christian colleges •	
and seminaries.

god has been using these years of 
prayer! church planting, national evan-
gelistic festivals, and even persecution 
are bringing in unprecedented harvests 
of souls. global Media outreach alone is 
recording more than a million decisions 
a month for christ. The full scope of the 
1984 call to prayer, however, still awaits 
fulfillment. still lacking are such factors 
as these:

adoptive prayer coverage for all un-•	
reached people groups

continued on page 29
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The History of a Movement
An Interview with Vonette Bright, first chairperson of America’s National Day of Prayer
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John BoRnschEin is the vice-chairman for the National day of prayer 
task Force (nationaldayofprayer.org). 

By John Bornschein

w
hile many of us in the united states sup-
port and participate in the National day 
of prayer each year, few may realize how 
it began. and probably fewer realize how 
influential gatherings like the International 

prayer assembly were to the start of this prayer movement. a 
chronicle of the growth of prayer in the u.s. can perhaps best 
be told by Vonette Bright, cofounder and first chairperson of the 
National day of prayer.

Bright was also the chairperson for the 1984 International 
prayer assembly for World evangelization (IpaWe) in seoul, Ko-
rea—and out of this assembly came a series of prayer milestones 
that touched the world. during this season of explosive global 
prayer momentum, Bright was instrumental in securing official 
recognition of the National day of prayer in the u.s. in 1988. 

Her unshakeable passion to preserve prayer in the united 
states and around the world through unabated vigor and com-
mitment has led millions to unite in prayer every year. I recently 
had the privilege of interviewing this strategic prayer leader. 

Q: What significant events led to your heart’s relentless pur-
suit for prayer? 
Bright: My enthusiasm for prayer and related events began 
shortly after graduating college and before marrying my hus-
band, Bill Bright, cofounder of campus crusade for christ In-
ternational [now cru]. at that time, during the early ‘60s, so-
ciety was unraveling as the feminist movement spread through 
our nation. Women’s liberation was everywhere in the media 
and in the public consciousness. out of that distortion, as well 
as the removal of prayer from public schools, grew my concern 
for the moral and spiritual values of our families. 

Q: What happened next on the road to the National Day of 
Prayer?  
Bright: I received a phone call from a dear friend, Millie 
dienert—affectionately [called] the first lady of prayer by dr. 
Billy graham—asking me to chair a women’s luncheon at the 
american congress on evangelism in Minneapolis, MN, spon-
sored by the Billy graham evangelistic association. after the 
meeting, I asked four godly women to join me in an effort to 
organize christian women to action through strategic prayer in 
one heart and mind. But how?

The answer became clear while reading acts 4, the bibli-
cal account of the disciples peter and John being released from 
prison and asking god’s mighty power to enable them in their 
efforts to proclaim the gospel. “The great commission prayer 
crusade” was formed.

Q: And, were you amazed at the effect of this humble be-
ginning?  
Bright: yes! The movement launched in 1972 at a prayer rally 
in the los angeles sports arena. More than 7,000 people came 
simply through recruiting volunteers—mainly in churches, neigh-
borhoods, and during prayer workshops. pastors and christian 
leaders from around the nation were thrilled. prayer conferences 
flourished in cities—with more encouraging outcomes.

Q: Then, I understand there was another pivotal moment?
Bright: The same year a group that would eventually become 
america’s National prayer committee [Npc] was formed to 
provide leadership to the growing prayer movement across the 
united states, a critical step toward the establishment of the 
National day of prayer. The executive group, including myself, 
began meeting at the newly purchased residence of the chris-
tian embassy in Washington, d.c. The Npc now serves as the 
governing board for the National day of prayer task Force.

Q: Soon to follow was a prayer mobilization breakthrough 
on an international level?
Bright: I was asked to be the chairperson for the 1984 prece-
dent-setting International prayer assembly for World evangeli-
zation in seoul, south Korea. Nearly 3,000 prayer and mission 
leaders gathered for the purpose of generating a vision for prayer 
for the completion of the great commission among churches 
throughout the Body of christ. since then, concerts of prayer 
have increased, prayerwalks have multiplied, prayer summits for 
pastors have occurred, and recognition has been given to prayer 
in local churches. 

Q: And finally, through your personal efforts and influence 
in Washington, D.C. came recognition to the National Day 
of Prayer, too?
Bright: In 1988, the originally inspired words of president 
dwight d. eisenhower became reality: “today I think prayer is 
just simply a necessity because by prayer I believe we mean an 
effort to get in touch with the Infinite.” 

Bill s. 1378 passed unanimously in the senate, and a House 
committee voted for the bill one day prior to the 1988 National Day 
of Prayer, followed by full support in the House of representatives. 
a few days later president ronald reagan’s action on Mother’s day 
fulfilled the request when he signed into law [the bill] establishing 
the first Thursday in May as the National day of prayer.  

W



IIrecently facilitated a prayer 
retreat with our global Media 
outreach (gMo) team in In-
dianapolis. While there, I had 
the joy of staying with a family 
with three young boys (pictured 

at right). as we were enjoying breakfast 
together, the Holy spirit prompted me to 
ask one of the boys: “Has god been put-
ting any country especially on your heart 
this week?” 

He thought and then enthusiastically 
said: “england!”

 His parents were surprised. They ex-
pected him to answer china because they 
had been praying as a family for that nation. They 
didn’t realize their son even knew that england ex-
isted as a country. 

That night we prayed with the boys before 
they went to bed. later we heard the boys still 
talking and were amazed at what we heard: “Who 
shall we pray for next, Japan?” they asked each 
other. and then we heard them say: “dear lord, 
please will you draw the people in Japan close to 
you so that they will be saved, amen.” 

They also prayed for their mom, dad, me, and 
for south africa (my birth place) and for england 
(my parents’ birth place). My heart melted and tears 
rolled down my cheeks as I listened to these pre-
cious brothers pray with such faith and simplicity.

The next morning, I received an email from a 
seeker living in england who told me he was from 
south africa! god spoke to me in such a personal 
way through these children. He assured me, “This 
is what I will do when you get My children to pray.” 

Rising Tsunami of Prayer 
global Media outreach is about advancing 

the Kingdom of god through the Internet. We 
search for hurting people all over the world through 
various Internet sites and introduce them to Jesus 
christ. as the chief prayer officer for gMo, I am a 
part of an army of “online Missionaries” who pray 
for seekers, help them begin a discipleship process, 
or encourage them with scriptural answers.

serving as a “Internet Kingdom connecting 
point,” gMo has websites that minister to thou-
sands of people every day, 24/7. In 2011, gMo 
welcomed more than 156 million visitors to its 
websites and recorded more than 19 million deci-
sions to follow christ. online missionaries are 
trained to respond to people requesting follow-up. 

you can also watch real-time salvation deci-
sions throughout the nations of the earth by going 
to greatcommission2020.com. on a map of the 
world, icons pop up almost continuously; the blue 
icons are visitors to our sites and the yellow ones 
are indicated decisions for christ. 

I see a swelling global tsunami of prayer rising 
in and for the nations of the world. In January I 
was with the leadership team of The World prayer 
assembly (wpa2012.org) in Jakarta. god has 
moved powerfully across Indonesia, establishing 
more than 1,100 prayer networks with five million 
intercessors, even though this is the largest Mus-
lim nation in the world. 

I personally invite you to engage your heart 
in intercession either by visiting our prayer Wall 
(http://pryr.co/now) or by praying for those enter-
ing our greatcommission2020.com website. you can 
also become an online missionary at globalmedia-
outreach.com. click on “get Involved”and mention 
Prayer Connect as your oM finding point.

coLin c. MiLLAR is the chief prayer officer for global 
Media outreach. 

By Colin C. Millar

Army of  Online  Intercessors 
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a centering of Kingdom praying in •	
churches of the world
prayer leadership training for interna-•	
tional prayer coordinators.

A New World Prayer 
Assembly

and now, in the providence of god, a 
number of international christian or-
ganizations are calling christian leaders 
to Jakarta, Indonesia, for a new World 
prayer assembly, May 14-18, 2012. 
conferees will evaluate the gains of the 
prayer movement since 1984 but will also 
look toward launching even more prayer 
toward the fulfillment of Habakkuk 
2:14: “For the earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of the lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.”

god is up to something momentous! 
What greater momentum will He grant 
through national praying churches, like 
those of Indonesia, that are paying an 
enormous price today for their commit-
ment to the great commission? In addi-
tion, this prayer assembly is anticipating 
the support of 20,000 children praying 
for the fulfillment of christ’s commands.

The global contribution of the IpaWe 
revealed vast possibilities in united prayer 
for world evangelization. two contribu-
tions of the coming World prayer assem-
bly may well be:

1. a wider prayer penetration into all 
human cultures

2. a stronger integration of prayer 
into all churches in the Body of christ. 

Both assemblies, we believe, will 
have played a major role in “looking for 
and hastening the coming of the day of 
god” (2 peter 3:12, nkjv). Now, may the 
global Body of christ unite in the cry of 
the apostle John, “even so, come, lord 
Jesus” (rev. 22:20, nkjv). 

BEn JEnnings serves with 
cru and its great commission 
global prayer Movement. He 
helped coordinate the 1984 
International prayer assembly 
for World evangelization.

Who Monitors Global Prayer?continued from page 26
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TT his issue speaks to the growing prayer movement around 
the globe. But the question remains, who keeps tabs on 
what is happening? The answer: The International prayer 
council (Ipc).

The mission and vision of the Ipc states: “com-
pelled by god to seek christ’s glory worldwide for the 

blessing, healing, and transforming of the nations, the International 
prayer council exists as a coalition of prayer networkers and mobilizers 
working together to motivate, develop, and equip national movements 
and local churches to fill all nations with prayer for the fulfillment of the 
great commandment and the completion of the great commission.”

While loosely in the works in the 1990s, the Ipc was officially 
launched shortly after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. prayer leaders from 
around the world decided to form a new organization that would con-
nect prayer networks and ministries worldwide to focus prayer on com-
mon global concerns.

Its website, ipcprayer.org states its mission:
•		Celebrate	the	wonders	of	God	together,	learning	from	one	another	

what the lord is teaching the Body of christ in the realm of prayer 
ministry.

•			Build	relationships	between	prayer	leaders	from	every	region	in	order	
to expand the global prayer network and motivate national prayer 
movements.

•			Plan	jointly	a	second	World	Prayer	Assembly	that	will	bring	prayer	
leaders together (being held in Jakarta, Indonesia, May 14-18, 2012).

•		Strengthen	regional	prayer	connections	through	consultations	and	
summits.

•		Develop	a	mechanism	for	continued	relationships	and	sharing	of	
strategic prayer information and resources globally and regionally.

•			Support	the	Global	Day	of	Prayer	every	year	on	Pentecost	Sunday	
and help to connect nations by satellite, Internet, and other means to 
enable believers in every nation to pray together for the transforma-
tion of our world.

•			Spawn	new	international	networks,	where	none	exist,	focusing	on	
particular global issues (e.g. HIV/aIds pandemic, terrorism, the 
poor and the needy and natural disasters).

Though chaired by John robb, an american, the Ipc’s leadership is 
extremely international, made up of major prayer ministry leaders from 
around the world. This year’s World prayer assembly in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, is an example of international leadership, as it has been largely put 
together by Indonesian and Korean prayer leaders.

For those who have a heart for prayer and the world, the Ipc has an 
excellent electronic monthly newsletter IPC Connections, loaded with 
news of god’s movement around the world as a result of prayer, as well 
as prayer alerts and prayer initiatives. you can sign up at ipcprayer.org.

The Ipc is also a co-sponsor of Prayer Connect magazine.
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Note: This Bible study is formatted for small group open 
discussion. If you use this study by yourself, we suggest that 
you journal your answers to the discussion questions. Also, 
biblegateway.com is an excellent resource for looking up pas-
sages in translations you may not have at home.

ne of the most fascinating phenomena 
to hit the Internet in the last decade has 
been the introduction of flash mobs. 
What first appears as a spontaneous 
action by several people in a public 

place is actually a carefully orchestrated moment meant 
to entertain the unsuspecting crowd. You may enjoy an 
Internet search of some of the most noteworthy ones, 
including The Sound of Music Flash Mob in Antwerp, 
Belgium, and the Frozen Flash Mob in Grand Central 
Station, New York. 

These intriguing—although perhaps pointless—ex-
travaganzas usually cause people to smile or scratch their 
heads. They may also leave people wishing they could be 
part of something like that, even if only as an observer 
who happens to be in the right place at the right time. 

Why? What pushes scores of people to spend hours 
coordinating, practicing, and performing this type of a 
spectacle with millions more who tune in to watch it all 
unfold? Perhaps it stems from a yearning to be part of 
something bigger than ourselves—a big-picture event 
that moves people out of their small story into a collec-
tive and purposeful “belonging.”

Discussion Questions
Read Ecclesiastes 3:11, Ephesians 2:10, and Luke 13:29. 

Based on these verses, where do you think an unfulfilled 
longing to participate in something of epic proportions 
comes from?

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Dick Eastman of Every Home for Christ sees global 
evidence of rapidly accelerating spiritual awakening. 
His organization alone experienced an increase from 
750,000 responses to the gospel in the year 2000, to 13 
million in 2011. His desire is that indicators like this 
will plant seeds of excitement, anticipation, and hope so 
that on any given day you will say, “I can’t afford not to 
pray.” What does this evidence of increased response to 
the gospel do to your spirit?

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

What did Jesus say will happen when global saturation 
of the gospel takes place (Matt. 24:14)?

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Based on 2 Peter 3:12 (nkjv), do you think it is possible 
for you to personally play a major role in that event? 
What might that role look like?  
_______________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Steve Hawthorne talks about praying with homothumadon 
(responding to God with one heart and mind and passion), 
as in Acts 4:24–31 (nasb), rather than praying a “spasmodic 
series of crisis prayers.” Would you say that your prayer experi-
ences with other believers are more homothumadon or crisis in 
nature? Explain.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Ben Jennings described an unprecedented prayer gathering in 
Seoul, Korea, in 1984 that marked the beginning of a new era 
in global prayer. On May 14–18, 2012, Christian leaders will 
gather in Jakarta, Indonesia, for a new World Prayer Assembly. 
How might this event launch even more prayer toward the 
fulfillment of Habakkuk 2:14?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Consider: If God is orchestrating and inviting you to join a 
global prayer “flash mob,” how will you respond?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Action Steps
Let your responses to this study initiate a quiet time with God. 
Steve Hawthorne named some things we can expect Jesus to 
do for us. Let’s turn them into prayer points. Ask God to:

• Lift our vision beyond our own concerns and countries.
• Keep us from getting stuck in cycles of “self-ism.”
• Push us past our self-absorbed despair.
•  Instill in us a bold confidence that He is going to exalt 

Jesus as King!
•  Set our hearts ablaze with the zealous certainty that He is 

doing great things and wants us to participate!   

SAndRA HiglEY has authored numerous prayer guides and articles on 
prayer. Her book, A Year of Prayer Events for Your Church, is available at 
prayershop.org.
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GetRid
Prayer that Doesn’t 
Ask for Anything of  the
Most days my life is pure chaos. Running a small busi-

ness in this topsy-turvy economy and caring for my 

aging parents has me, in essence, balancing two 24/7 

jobs in one block of 24/7 hours. In the midst of chaos, 

I suppose it’s natural that I have only enough emotion-

al and physical energy to be concerned about the most 

basic essentials. 

Conversation, what there is of it, is pragmatic—and 

brief. Get to the point, and get on with it. No niceties. 

No chit-chat. No time to just “be” with anyone else. 

Even with God.

Stop-the-Chatter Experiment
Then, about a year ago, I had the great opportunity 

to step out of the chaos for ten whole days, basking  

in the February breezes of the garden isle, Kauai—

escaping a Chicago blizzard by mere hours.

I quickly discovered that funny things happen 

when you slow down abruptly. First, you don’t know 

what to do with yourself. Second, your heart finally 

can adjust its tuner to God’s frequency. In hearing 

Him, I came face to face with the reminder of all I’d 
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Rid
of  the Chatter

been missing in relationship with Him in all those 

months that I’d allowed my chatter at Him to be-

come a sort of daily briefing.

It was time for me to revisit a key life question: 

Why do I pray? Why do I ask, day after day, for a per-

sonal audience with God? Is it so our conversation—

His and mine—can be all about what I want, what I 

need, or what I think ought to be going on in this big, 

old world? Is it, at the end of the day, all about me? 

I can’t imagine sustaining any personal relationship 

with a peer on that basis. Even a loving parent, sibling, 

or spouse eventually will tire of hearing every sentence 

begin and end with I or me. Even I tire of hearing my-

self yammering on about all my complaints. 

What would happen, I wondered, if I took myself 

out of the equation for a while? Surely God had heard 

enough of my complaints to last a good, long time. 

So, what would happen if I did a prayer experiment 

during which I didn’t ask for anything at all? What if 

I allowed my conversation with God to be all about 

what He’s doing, what He values, what He plans to 

accomplish in this big, old world? 

By Julie-Allyson Ieron
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In short, what would happen if my prayer life became all 
about Him?

Realizing Something’s Missing

While I am truly grateful that God doesn’t tire of me (even 
when I’m at my most self-centered worst), I suspect He does 
experience something akin to disappointment when, in my 
conversations with Him, I spend an inordinate amount of 
time all wrapped up in me. This was my first realization 
from this prayer-is-about-Him experiment.

My Bible reading that week (sitting on the lanai of 
my friend’s condo, enjoying the brilliant sunrise over the 
Pacific) took me to the opening chapters of Revelation, to 
Christ’s messages to the churches. It occurred to me—as I 
prayed and read and prayed some more—that I was hearing 
in these words what was on His heart for our relationship. 

When I reached chapter 3, the words “I stand at the 
door and knock” (v. 20), took on new meaning. In all my 
rushing, all my fretting, all my daily duties, there my faith-
ful Master stands, knocking. He’s live and in person, wait-
ing for our moments together.

But what do I do most days? Instead of opening the 

door and inviting Him in, I shoot back a cryptic text mes-
sage: Need help. No time 2 talk. Do something about this 
mess, would U? 

Something was missing in my prayer life: Him. If only I’d 
let Him in. What a difference it would make to our conversa-
tion and to my circumstances. In holding a true, face-to-face 
conversation with my Lord, I’d be refreshed, redirected, reen-
ergized. But in holding Him a door’s width away, I was losing 
all those beautiful benefits and allowing chaos to continue 
reigning in my world.

Leaning into Him
Something else I observed in my upside-down (or was it 
right-side-up?) prayer times on Kauai was the absolute trust-
worthiness of Christ. There I was, 4,300 miles away from 
home, while someone else (Mom) was administering Dad’s 
meds, giving his shots, monitoring his daily test numbers, 
schlepping him off to doctor’s appointments. I couldn’t con-
trol anything from that distance. Of course I was available by 
phone or email, but I wasn’t there with them. 

God was. He knew everything going on.
Everything.
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always know 
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1 NEW MESSAGE:

How could I be sure? In His messages 
to the churches in Revelation 2, Christ 
pinpointed with divine accuracy all the 
sources of distress: “I know your afflic-
tions” (v. 9). All the needs for correction: 
“Repent and do the things you did at 
first” (v. 5). All the needs for even a ker-
nel of reassurance: “I know your deeds, 
your love and faith, your service and per-
severance” (v. 19). 

I took this as a personal message from 
the Lord’s heart to mine: He knows. All 
of it. He offers me the privilege of carry-
ing my concerns to Him in prayer. But 
when I do, He isn’t hearing about them 
for the first time.  

This wasn’t new information. But I 
desperately needed the reminder.

I found spiritual vitality in this reas-
surance. My daily desperation prayers, 
while heard, are never a surprise to my 
Lord. This prompted me, in my request-
less experiment, to simply lean into 
Him—to express my dependence on 
Him by trusting His wisdom and creativ-
ity instead of trying to coerce Him into 
resolving things my way. 

When I stemmed my flow of de-
mands, I found He was already at work 
in the crises of greatest concern to me. 
My relationship with Him was finding 
new depth and breadth as I learned to en-
trust to Him all those people and needs 
so close to my heart.

Restoring My Love for Him
By far the biggest realization from my 
prayer time that week came when I wasn’t 
even sitting with the Word open before 
me. I was on a deserted beach, standing 
ankle deep in sand. Camera in one hand. 
Fresh seashell in the other. Accompanied 
by the crescendo of sparkling waves, I 
raised my little voice in an old hymn. At 
that moment—when I was asking noth-
ing but worshipping Him instead—into 
my heart dropped the piercing words I’d 
read earlier that morning: “Yet I hold this 
against you: You have forsaken the love 
you had at first” (Rev. 2:4).

I suppose I wouldn’t have been ready 
for this major course correction before 
learning the previous two lessons. And 
I certainly wouldn’t have heard it if I 
hadn’t slowed down to listen.

How have I abandoned my love for 
Christ? I wondered. I prayed hard as I dug 
into the passage later at the condo. Aban-
doned, the Greek word Christ used, means 
“sent away and replaced with something 
else.” This chilled me to the core. 

So I prayed again. I guess I broke my 
own rule, because this was a request—
albeit a different kind of request than I 
typically made. Oh, Lord, forgive me for 
replacing my love for You with duty, re-
sentment, apathy, disappointment, selfish-
ness. I’ve been so much about doing things 
for You, that I’ve pushed aside being with 
You. Thank You for this sharp correction. 
It’s painful. But I’m grateful You cared 
enough to give it. Help me return to the 
love for You I had at first. 

Forever Changed
Ten days go quickly, especially when 
you’re in a place as close to paradise as 
this world can offer. You wouldn’t ex-
pect me to say I stuck to the request-less 
prayer pattern indefinitely. But I can 
tell you this: My prayer life is forever 
changed. I have established a pattern 
of making fewer self-serving requests. 
I now make a priority of inviting Him 
all the way in, of trusting Him without 
demanding answers, and of nurturing 
relationship with Him daily. 

As always, He does care what’s on my 
heart. But in my refreshed love for Him, 
I now care a little bit more about what’s 
on His heart. It’s a start.  

Fresh ways to pray.
Get equipped to pray with promise for others.

Practical prayers in a portable format. 
Only $2.00 each. Significant quantity discounts.



When God’s

By Jennifer Kennedy Dean
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A
lmost 40 years ago, when the Lord fully captured my heart and rede-

fined prayer for me, He showed me that we don’t have a prayer life—

rather, we live a praying life. 

Prayer is more than sandwiching words between Dear God and Amen, hoping we 

say the words correctly and put them in the right order. Prayer is living in the flow of 

His power and provision. 

A praying life makes our prayer all one piece, ongoing from one circumstance to 

the next. Instead of separating into “prayers”—first for this, then for that—we can 

consider all our interactions with God as one flowing river of prayer. An undercur-

rent of prayer carries every detail of our lives into the stream of His good and perfect 

plan. Sometimes words, sometimes sighs, sometimes groans, sometimes unnamed 

longing. It all rises before Him as if we had articulated it perfectly.

Redefining Answers and Desires

In the context of a praying life—through prayer and its answer—God gives us the 

desires of our hearts. He never, ever withholds from us those desires. Once we learn 

to see the current of prayer in operation, we will see the answers to our prayers differ-

ently. What we once saw as a no, we will redefine as a higher yes.
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orbiting around the true desire. Usually, 
what we think we desire is really the way 
we have imagined the true desire will be 
met. If I just had this. If that would stop. If 
this would start. 

Sometimes, when we think we are 
asking for the desire of our hearts, we 
are really asking for the desire of the 
moment. Often, in order to give us the 
desire of our hearts, God will withhold 
the desire of the moment. He only says 
no as a prelude to a higher yes. When we 
give Him time—give Him access—He 
can peel back the desire of the moment 
and show us the desire of our hearts. And 
for that desire, there will always be a re-
sounding yes from heaven.

God’s True Desire
I remember when I began to learn this 
concept. I was leading a conference in 
New Mexico, and my body encountered 

unfamiliar allergens against which it re-
belled. My voice got raspier and raspier as 
the conference went on. By the time I fin-
ished the conference, I had no voice at all.

The next morning, on a flight to 
Kentucky, where I was to lead another 
conference, I prayed, “Oh, God, give me 
back my voice.” 

The Lord asked me, “Why do you 
want your voice?” 

I answered, “So I can lead this con-
ference.”

“Why do you want to lead the con-
ference?”

“So that people can learn how to live 
in Your power.”

“Why do you want people to live in 
My power?”

“So You can glorify Yourself.”
“Then, Jennifer,” He seemed to say, 

“ask Me for that.”
And my prayer became, “Father, glo-

rify Yourself.”

T he tension left me. My soul 
rested. I did not know how 
God would answer my 
prayer, but I knew that He 

would answer my prayer. He helped me 
discover the desire of my heart and relin-
quish the desire of the moment.

 
Paul’s Thorny Request

Paul, I think, had a similar experience. 
What was his request in 2 Corinthians 
12:7–10? Verses 7 and 8 describe his 
pleading prayer to God: “To keep me 
from becoming conceited because of 
these surpassingly great revelations, there 
was given me a thorn in my flesh, a mes-
senger of Satan, to torment me. Three 
times I pleaded with the Lord to take it 
away from me.”

So, his specific request was, “Lord, 
remove the thorn in my flesh.”

Is it possible that God and Paul had 
a conversation similar to the one of my 
own I just described? Might God have 
said, “Paul, why do you want the thorn 
in your flesh removed?” To which Paul 
may have answered, “So I can proclaim 

P salm 37:4 says, “Delight 
yourself in the Lord and 
he will give you the desires 
of your heart.” During the 

process of prayer, this truth takes on its 
richest, deepest meaning.

First, we find that when we delight 
ourselves in the Lord, He becomes the 
desire of our hearts. The word trans-
lated delight comes from a Hebrew root 
word that means “soft, moldable, or pli-
able.” When we delight ourselves in the 
Lord, we become pliable and moldable in 
His hands. He fashions a heart like His. 
He is able to create desires that match 
His will. In fact, Paul writes, “It is God 
who works in you to will . . . his good 
purpose” (Phil. 2:13).

Second, we realize that we cannot 
know the desire of our hearts unless 
we know the heart of our desires. Usu-
ally, what we might call “the desire of 
our hearts” is really a secondary desire 
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Christ to the world.”
“Why do you want to proclaim 

Christ to the world?”
“So everyone can come to a saving 

knowledge of the Messiah.”
“And why . . . .” 
The conversation may have continued 

until Paul said, “So everyone can see that 
Your grace is sufficient.” To which God 
would say, “That will require a thorn in 
your flesh.”

D id God say no to that spe-
cific request—the desire of 
the moment? He did. He 
said no so that He could 

say the higher yes. 
What was the heart of Paul’s desire? 

In other words, why did he want the 
thorn in his flesh removed? What was 
Paul’s true heart’s desire? More than any-
thing else Paul wanted to know Christ. 
(See Phil. 3:7–11.)

So although God said no to Paul’s 

specific request, He said yes to the desire 
of Paul’s heart.

Paul stated his prayer in words that 
expressed the desire of the moment—
to be rid of the thorn in his flesh that 
seemed to hinder his work. But the 
wonderful Father heard the cry of Paul’s 
heart: to know Him fully—both in the 
power of His resurrection and in the 
fellowship of His suffering—and to be 
conformed to His image.

In order to give Paul the desire of his 
heart, God had to withhold the desire of 
the moment. 

All in Due Time
Give God time—give Him access—so 
that He can peel back the desire of the 
moment and show you the desire of your 
heart.

What looks like a no is really a yes in 
disguise. If you are crying out for bread, 

He will not give you a stone (Matt. 7:9). 
He will not give you something that 
only resembles your true desire. He will 
not give you something just to pacify 
you. He will give you your true heart’s 
desire in order to satisfy you. God never 
says no to that desire of your heart. 

As you surrender yourself to the 
process of prayer, let Him have so much 
access to you that He is able to clear 
away all the secondary desires. Let Him 
crystallize for you and bring to the fore-
front the one overriding desire—to have 
more of Him. 

“But as for me, the nearness of God 
is my good” (Ps. 73:28, nasb).  
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odern technology keeps 
getting better and better. 
Skype, GoToMeeting, and 

other technologies are opening new op-
portunities for training people without 
travel and at little or no expense. More 
and more ministries are seeing the po-
tential.

One ministry taking full advantage 
of this technology is Every Home for 
Christ (EHC) in Colorado Springs, CO. 
Its president, Dr. Dick Eastman (who 
wrote “Look What God Is Doing” in 
this issue), has for decades taught on 
the topic of prayer and revival. Tens of 
thousands of individuals and hundreds 
of churches have benefited from his 
Change the World School of Prayer. De-
signed to disciple everyone, from novice 
to seasoned intercessor, the Change the 
World School of Prayer covers a wide 
range of important aspects of prayer.

Prayer for the Nations
Now Every Home for Christ 
has made much of its teach-
ing on prayer available via 
downloads at its website. In 
fact, EHC has a number of 
good prayer resources avail-
able at ehc.org.

There you can sign up for 
its Global Wall of Prayer, where 
intercessors commit to pray during a 
specific time slot (one hour or more) for 
world evangelization and the comple-
tion of the Great Commission. A visible 
wall shows you how many others are also 
praying during your time slot. 

A free downloadable map features 
prayer points and information to keep 
you praying on target. The site also en-
courages prayer for a different nation 
each day, including up-to-date informa-

tion about that nation. 
EHC nurtures these 
serious prayer com-
mitments by emailing 
participants every three 
months to encourage 
them and to see if they 
are continuing with 
their commitments.

University of 
Prayer
But the aspect of greatest significance to 
prayer leaders is the downloadable video 
teachings of Dick Eastman. He regularly 
teaches in an ongoing ministry called 
the University of Prayer at EHC’s head-
quarters. These teachings are offered as 
downloads (most of which are free) in 
MP3 and video formats. But that’s not 
all. The site also includes a download of 
the corresponding PowerPoint presenta-
tion and a PDF of the note sheets. 

The beauty of this is that any 
church can have a dynamic, in-
ternationally acclaimed speaker 
with powerful insights on 
prayer, teach its people how to 
pray! Why not bring Dr. East-

man to a Saturday morning 
prayer seminar—for free! Have 
him come to your church for a se-
ries of Sunday or Wednesday nights 

(via video)—for free! Or you might 
host him as a regular guest Sunday 
school teacher or have him show up at 
your small group with his teachings—
all at no cost. You get the idea.

It is always a powerful thing to have 
someone teach your group live because it 
provides more interaction. But modern 
technology has invented a way for any 
church—no matter its size or financial 
resources—to have a gifted teacher train 

Surf’SUp

its people in the area of prayer.
To access information on EHC’s 

prayer wall, maps, school of prayer, and 
prayer watch, go to ehc.org and click on 
Prayer, then Overview. For downloadable 
teaching videos, at ehc.org, click on Vid-
eos, then Teaching.  

Prayer Conference in a Download
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Reminders and Accountability
When people fill out a card, they 
put the second half in a basket on 
the altar of the church. The basket is 
surrounded by a few candles. During 
the week, the basket is taken to the 
prayer room, where people pray 
often, including three weekly prayer 
meetings. Those who come to pray 
pull out the cards and pray for the 
salvation of the person named.  They 
also pray that the one who submitted 
the name will be able to share Christ 
with that person. 

When those in the prayer room finish 
praying, they initial one of the lines. 
When all 12 lines are filled, someone 
from the church contacts the person who 
submitted the card, asking for updates. If 
desired, another card can be filled out to 
request continued prayer. 

When someone being prayed for 
accepts Christ, a candle is lit on the altar 
by the basket, and the church celebrates 
during the worship service. 

There are several reasons this is so 
successful at Community Heights.

Praying for lost people in your 
local community is an absolute 
necessity if you want to be a 

growing church. Many churches do this 
in a variety of ways. Here’s a unique 
twist on effective evangelistic prayer.

Community Heights Alliance 
Church in Newton, IA, often sees adults 
come to faith in Christ. That’s because 
the leadership is very intentional in 
helping their congregation pray fervently 
for lost people. They have developed a 
prayer card that tears in half. 

One half of the card, filled out by 
people committing to pray for someone, 
says: 

Unique Twist to Praying for the Lost

I d e a s  t o  S t i m u l a t e  P r a y e r

TIPS&Tools
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Today I commit to praying regularly for the salvation of: _______ [name].

I have asked others to join me in praying for this person as well, 

beginning: _______ [date].

(Please inform the church office of updates and answers to our prayers for 

this person at: _______ [phone number].)

Those making the commitment keep this part of the card.   

The other half of the card, which they tear off and turn in, says:

Please join me in praying for the salvation of: _______ [name]

My name:
My phone or email: 

Date of request: 
 

The flip side of the half they turn in says: 

Dates this person was prayed for:

Following that, there are 12 lines for people to initial 

when they have prayed. 

For any church to be successful in 
praying for lost people, constant 
reminders are needed to keep praying 
and not give up. This idea allows for 
accountability and encouragement from 
others in the congregation. 

•  Praying for lost people remains 
at the forefront of everyone’s 

mind.  Multiple visual 
cues remind people to 
continue praying over a 
long period of time—
their cards, the basket, 
and the candles are seen 
every Sunday.

•  Praying for the believer 
to be the one who 
leads his or her friend 
or family member to 
Christ is a powerful 
twist. In addition to 
the spiritual power 
that can come from 
this, those who submit 
someone’s name know 
their work is not done. 
Built-in accountability 
helps them look for 
opportunities to share 
Christ.Tips and Tools articles are designed to stimulate prayer ideas for prayer leaders 

in the local church. These short articles (250 to 500 words) can include ideas 
to lead prayer in your church or helpful resources that have served to engage 
your church in greater prayer. We are interested in ideas for adults, students, or 
children. If it’s working, we want to know about it!

Submit articles electronically to editor@prayerconnect.net or mail with an 
SASE to Prayer Connect submissions, 4300 West 98th Street, Bloomington, 
MN 55437.

What’s Working in Your Church?
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Easy, Colorful Blessing Prayer Cards 

TIPS&Tools

It’s easy for all of us—and especially 
children—to get in a rut of just 
thanking God for friends and ask-

ing Him to “be with them.” What else 
should we say? How can we learn to pray 
more specifically?

The Five Blessings Prayer is a help-
ful tool for expanding the way we pray 
for others. This method categorizes five 
main areas of a person’s life: 

•  Body – physical body, health, safety, 
and well-being

•  Labor – work or school needs
•  Emotional – peace, joy, happiness, 

etc.
•  Social – friendships and family rela-

tionships
•  Spiritual – relationship and walk 

with Christ.
To help our kids deepen their prayer 
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God used Paul to change the Gentile 
world. Prayer was the key. What did he 
pray for those under his care? What 
did he ask friends to pray for him? 
Now you can learn to pray like Paul. 

Written by the publisher of Prayer Connect,  
Jonathan Graf,  Praying Like Paul can radically 
change the way you view prayer and how you 
pray for others.

How did the 
Apostle Paul 
do it?

Learn to:
Pray Scripture

Pray more than fix-it prayers
Pray the purposes of God 

into those you love

lives, we created a 5-5-5 Challenge for 
our Keepers at Home group (a godly girl-
hood class for homeschooled children, 
ages 6–12 ). They pray these five bless-
ings over five people for five weeks in a 

row. To help them remember 
the challenge, they decorated 
easy-to-make prayer cards.

Make Your Own
On 8 ½" x 11" cardstock, we 
printed by hand the letters 
B-L-E-S-S and some simple 
icons on the front: 
• for Body—the  outline of a 
person 
• for Labor—a “busy” bee 
• for Emotional—a  heart 
•  for Social—three  peas in a 

pod, smiling 
• for Spiritual—a cross. 

The kids used colored pencils, crayons, 
and markers to personalize the cards. On 
the back, we printed related Scriptures 
and prayer prompts for each area. 

Folded in half, these cards make great 
tent cards. The kids can display them on 
their dressers, on a counter, or at their 
places at their kitchen table to remind 
them to pray. A quick look at the icons 
can prompt a prayer. With a little more 
time and a Bible, the kids can look up 
the related Scripture verses to guide their 
prayer time. 

Our goal is to help the kids develop 
a habit of prayer for others that goes 
deeper than a basic thank-you or God-
bless-the-missionaries prayer.  

Learn More
You can learn more about using The 
Five Blessings method of praying for 
your neighbors and missionaries in The 
Praying Family: Creative Ways to Pray 
Together by Kim Butts. This book is a 
wonderful resource with many easy-to-
implement ideas that will help you de-
velop your family prayer life. (Available 
at prayershop.org.)



P R AY E RCONNEC T. NE T   45

TIPS&Tools

From Storage Room to Prayer Room

Designating one particular space 
in your church as a prayer 
room is one way to raise the 

awareness of the value of prayer. Often 
space is at a premium, but even a storage 
area can be transformed into an inviting 
place for people to spend time in God’s 
presence.

For years our church used a storage 
room as a prayer room, but boxes, wed-
ding decorations, and miscellaneous 
bulky items often overtook the room. 
The space would be cleaned up and or-
ganized for special seasons of prayer, but 
then it quickly reverted to storage.

When our leadership decided to in-
clude in its mission statement the value 
of being a “house of prayer,” they made a 
conscious decision to transform the stor-
age closet into an inviting prayer closet. 
They designated funds to purchase fur-
niture, a small stereo system, and a new 
paint job. It became a priority to create 
an inviting space to draw people in and 
demonstrate our commitment to prayer.

Careful Planning Matters 
As part of the prayer team sharing the re-
sponsibility to convert the storage room, I 
immediately recognized my lack of ability 
to pick out a paint color or coordinate fur-
nishings. So I enlisted the help of a friend 
whose home clearly indicates she has a gift 
for decorating. The greatest success of the 
storage area’s transformation was my ad-
mission that this was not my gift!

We started with a large world map 
that I purchased online for about 
$150.00. That might seem like a large 
expenditure for a map, but we wanted 
an entire wall to be the focal point of 
the room. We intend our commitment 
to “pray for the nations” to be instantly 
evident when someone walks into the 
prayer room. The beautiful muted earth 
tones of the map give the room a feeling 
of warmth.  

 We purchased all the room’s other 

furnishings to coordinate with the map. 
All items in the room—including paint, 
furniture, pillows, and wall hangings—
had to complement the map. We bought 
two large leather chairs and an oversized 
ottoman, which allows people to be com-
fortable while praying, whether they sit or 
kneel. We added a desk and chair in the 
corner so that people can journal or draw. 
A small table between the chairs provides 
a place to set a cup of coffee or tea. 

Because this was a storage room, 
there is no direct heat coming in—an 
important issue during Minnesota win-
ters! So we purchased an electric fireplace 
that generates enough heat to keep the 
room warm on winter nights. We also 
installed a doorbell near the church's 
front door so that people can alert others 
in the prayer room—to rotate in and out 
during our 24-hour prayer seasons.

One immediate challenge we faced 
was retraining the congregation that 
this room was no longer available for 
storage.  After three years of diligent 
reminders, the prayer room remains 
an inviting place, used at various times 
during the week and for seasons of all-
night prayer. People are drawn into the 
room now, and often the first comment 

we hear is, “I love that map!”

CARol MAdison is editor of Prayer Connect.
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This Scripture-based,  
non-partisan guide is 

available in packs of 50 
or online at 

www.prayerconnect.net/
Resources/Prayer-Guides.
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Be nation 
changers!

Pray God’s purposes 
for the U.S. elections.
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Go Bold with Small Group Prayer | By Andrew Wheeler
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prayer passion like a time of extended 
prayer surrounding a church leader.

 
Spread the Vision
Incorporating prayer for your church 
into your small groups will benefit your 
church in many ways. First, you’ll grow 
the prayer lives of your congregation by 
encouraging prayer that looks beyond the 
typical personal-crisis prayers to incorpo-
rate strategic intercession for your church.

Second, praying for the church will 
help keep your small groups connected 
to the church. This connection tends to 
promote unity in the church and encour-
age support of your church’s leaders and 
ministries. This can be a great antidote 
to a spirit of grumbling and discontent 
within the church.

 Third, as God answers prayer, your 
church’s effectiveness will be multiplied. 
The Book of Exodus records the story of 
Joshua leading Israel’s army against the 
Amalekites. During this battle, as long as 
Moses held up his hands in prayer, the Is-
raelite army prevailed. When Moses tired, 
Aaron and Hur held up his arms, and the 
army remained victorious (Ex. 17:8–13).  

Our prayer team sees our role as that 
of Aaron and Hur. Church leaders today 
get weary from serving, just as Moses tired 
in his service to God. Your church’s small 
groups can lift up their leaders’ hands and 
strengthen them through prayer, inviting 
God to fight the battles. 

andrew wheeLer, who 
has served as both small group 
leader and coach in the prayer 
ministry of Willow Creek 
Community Church, is cur-
rently codirector of the prayer 

ministry at Willow Creek’s regional campus 
in McHenry County, IL. He is the author of 
Together in Prayer (togetherinprayer.net), which is 
available through prayershop.org. 

beyond the group itself and is relegated to 
crisis responses rather than focusing on 
advancing the Kingdom. While personal-
crisis prayer is vital in a small group, a 
steady diet of that is not sufficient to cre-
ate a balanced, exciting vision for prayer. 

You can start creating this vision by 
working with your small group ministry 
leaders. Paint a picture of small groups 
energized with a vision for the church. 
They already know that lives change in 
small groups. Help them see how prayer 
for the church can extend this life change 
to the congregation as a whole. 
 
Getting Practical
Here are a few ideas to help your small 
groups incorporate prayer for the church. 

•  Church events. Create a monthly 
prayer calendar for your church’s 
events. Your church’s bulletin probably 
provides good information to include. 
Highlight the main events (both 
weekly and special ones) and suggest a 
few aspects of each to pray for. 

•  Missionaries. If your church sends out 
missionaries, subscribe to their newsletters 
and compile a regular prayer guide from 
their prayer letters.

•  Church ministries and leaders. Contact 
church staff and key volunteers, asking 
for prayer requests regarding their minis-
tries. Compile these into a regular prayer 
guide. Be sure to follow up with them, 
passing along answers to prayer. Seeing 
God answer can encourage small groups 
to keep praying!

•  Invite a Leader. Encourage small groups 
to invite a staff member or key volunteer 
to visit their group for a time of prayer. 
Provide a guide for attendees and potential 
guests, so everyone knows what to expect. 
In my experience, nothing develops ongoing 

ne of God’s stated intents for 
His Church is that it would 
be a house of prayer (Isa. 56:7; 
Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 

19:46). As we read through the Book of 
Acts, we see that the early Church lived up 
to this expectation. Through prayer, the 
early believers sought God’s wisdom, pled 
for His intervention, and commissioned 
His missionaries. God responded to their 
prayers, guiding their decisions, freeing 
prisoners, and saving the lost.

Today, we often see a different 
story. Four “pillars” sustained the early 
Church: “They devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer” 
(Acts 2:42). In the church today, prayer 
is often the most neglected pillar. 

As a prayer leader, how do you influ-
ence the culture of your church to grow in 
prayer? Service times are closely scheduled. 
In our busy world, extra prayer meetings 
struggle to maintain good attendance. 
Prayer classes attract sparse participation 
and don’t produce lasting change.

How does prayer move beyond a cho-
sen few dedicated individuals to taking 
root in the entire congregation?
 
Prayer, Small Groups, 
and the Church
If your church has a vibrant small group 
ministry, you have a potential grassroots 
prayer movement that can change your 
church’s prayer culture. Working together 
with your small group ministry leaders 
to promote meaningful, missional prayer 
throughout your small groups, you can 
help your church achieve its full potential 
in prayer.

Most small groups incorporate an 
element of prayer into their time together. 
Often, however, that prayer doesn’t look 

O
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Almost Incredible Promises | By An Unknown Christian 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be ut-
tered. And he that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of 
God (Rom. 8:26–27, kjv).

Yes. Every provision is made for us. 
But only the Holy Spirit can “stir us up” 
to “take hold of God.” And if we will 
yield ourselves to the Spirit’s promptings, 
we shall most assuredly follow the exam-
ple of the apostles who gave themselves 
to prayer, and continued steadfastly in 
prayer (Acts 6:4, kjv).

Why Revival Is Delayed
Men are wondering why the revival 
delays its coming. There is only one 
thing that can delay it, and that is lack 
of prayer. It seems almost impertinence 
for any man to take up the cry when 
our Savior has put forth His “limitless” 
promises.

But these utterances go forth steeped 
in prayer that God the Holy Spirit will 
Himself convict Christian men and 
women of the sin of prayerlessness, and 
drive them to their knees, to call upon 
God day and night in burning, believ-
ing, prevailing intercession.  

 1From “When This Passing World Is Done” 
a hymn by Robert Murray McCheyne (1813-
1843). 

An Unknown ChRistiAn, who chose to re-
main anonymous, wrote a classic book on prayer 
in the 1930s. This article is excerpted and edited 
from A Kneeling Christian. 

Do we believe this? We must do 
so if we believe our Bibles. We should 
open our eyes in bewilderment, for these 
promises are almost incredible. But it 
is the Lord of heaven and earth who 
speaks:

“Verily, verily I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will 
do it” (John 14:12–14, kjv).  

A Staggering Promise
Could any words be plainer or clearer 
than these? Could any promise be greater 
or grander? How staggered those dis-
ciples must have been! Surely they could 
scarcely believe their own ears. But that 
promise is made also to you and to me.

 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, What-
soever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it to you. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: 
ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full” (John 16:23–24, kjv).

This is the greatest—the most won-

derful—promise ever made to man. Yet 
most people practically ignore it!

Today He sits on the throne of His 
Majesty on high, and He bids us to take 
of His treasures. He tells us that our 
strength and our fruitfulness depend 
upon our prayers. He reminds us that 
our very joy depends upon answered 
prayer (John 16:24).

Dare Not Hold Back
Let us not put it off till a more conve-
nient season. The dear Savior wants me 
to pray. How dare we hold back? Let 
every one of us ask on our knees this 
question: If no one on earth prayed for the 
salvation of sinners more fervently or more 
frequently than I do, how many of them 
would be converted to God through prayer?

Why, the wonder is not that we pray 
so little, but that we can ever get up from 
our knees if we realize our own need; the 
needs of our home and our loved ones; 
the needs of our pastor and the church; 
the needs of our city—of our country.

So great is the importance of prayer 
that God has taken care to anticipate 
all the excuses or objections we may be 
likely to make. Men plead their weakness 
or infirmity—or they declare they do not 
know how to pray. God foresaw this in-
ability ages ago. Did He not inspire Paul 
to say this? 

ClAssiCs
T i m e - t e s t e d  Tr u t h s

I f we sing the hymn lyrics, “When we stand with Christ in glory, looking 

o’er life’s finished story,”1 the most amazing feature of that life, as it is 

looked back upon, will be its prayerlessness. We shall be almost beside our-

selves with astonishment that we spent so little time in real intercession.

In our Lord’s last discourse to His loved ones, the Master held out His kingly 

golden scepter and said, as it were, “What is your request? It shall be granted 

unto you, even unto the whole of My Kingdom!” 



www.prayershop.org 
Click on “Prayer Connect Magazine” 

“Back Issues”
812-238-5504

Prayer Connect and PrayerShop Publishing are ministries of Harvest Prayer Ministries

Premiere issue

Can Prayer 
Save 

aMerICa?

issue 3

SolId FoundatIon: 
the Power of Praying 

Scripture

issue 4

aS the WaterS 
Cover the Sea: 

a Global Cry for the Glory 
of Christ

issue 2

FreSh FIre: 
hope for a 

Christ-Centered revival

Cover PriCe: $6.00
PrayerShoP PriCe: $5.00

Multiple Copy Discounts:

5 - 24 copies: $4.00 each
25 - 99 copies: $3.50 each
100 - 499 copies: $3.00 each
500 - 999 copies: $2.50 each
1000 or more copies: $2.00 each

(Free shipping in u.S. on orders over $30)

Start with a Complete Set

Get every BaCk ISSue oF 
Prayer ConneCt


