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Take Prayer to a

If you enjoy this issue of Prayer Connect magazine, why not start a regular
subscription? There are three types of subscriptions available:

Print Su bscription. Our most popular subscription, the print sub sends a hard copy of Prayer Connect
through the mail to you every other month (5 issues per year). You also receive full digital access to all issues

online at prayerconnect.net. Price: $24.99

Dlgltal Su bscrlptlon. This version provides just the online version of Prayer Connect. Each issue, an
email announcement is sent to you with links to the articles at our password-protected website. You can view any

or all articles, and have access to the articles in all back issues. Price: $19.99

CPLN Member Su bscription. This subscription is an annual membership in the Church Prayer
Leaders Network. Besides a subscription to Prayer Connect (U.S. members receive a print subscription and foreign
members a digital subscription), members receive a bimonthly email newsletter, Prayer Leader Online, and discounts

on most of the 500 plus products at our webstore prayershop.org. Price: $30

Three Ways to Subscribe:

Go to prayerconnect.net and click on “Purchase” on the upper right hand side of the toolbar at the top.
Then simply select the type of subscription you want and follow the instructions.

Call Joanne at 1-800-217-5200 or 1-812-238-5504 and have her help you place an order (you need
to have a credit card available). She is available 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM EST.

Simply make out a check to Prayer Connect, in the amount of the subscription you want and mail
it to us. If the address on the check is not the mailing address you want to use, please include the proper mailing
address in your envelope. Mail to: Prayer Connect, P.O. Box 10667, Terre Haute, IN 47801.

PRAYERCONNECT | 1-(812) 238-5504 | prayerconnect.net
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Article Submissions

We are looking for general articles, ideas, and news
stories on what God is doing as a result of prayer.

As a start-up magazine, we are primarily looking for
newly written pieces that have not appeared in other
publications. Writer's guidelines are available by
emailing Carol Madison at editor@prayerconnect.net.
For news stories, we recommend emailing first to see
if we have an interest in reporting on the event or item
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prayer for revival and community transformation.
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God is actively
engaged with His
people, speaking
through thoughts,
dreams, visions,
and other cre-
ative means. The

real question is
whether we are pay-
ing attention and listening. The July/
August 2014 issue on “God Speaks”

and other back issues are available at

prayershop.org

PUBLISHER'S

When Theology Ruins Faith

s a person with a graduate degree and a teacher’s heart,
I have always valued the importance of education. I
love to see churches with good discipleship ministries.
An understanding of theology is important. When people do
not have correct theology, things can get a little wonky, espe-
cially in the prayer arena.
But I am also fascinated with the way we sometimes see

God at work more clearly in places where the church is weak
in teaching, where good theology is often lacking. Why is that?

Over the past few months, we have been working on the November/December
2014 issue of Prayer Connect, with the theme of prayer and faith. One of the articles
deals with why we tend to see more miracles in third-world nations than here in the
Western world. Author John Robb of the International Prayer Council is at the fore-
front of monitoring miraculous prayer activity around the world.

One of the major reasons John cites for the difference in the number of miracle
sightings is the lack of childlike faith. He explains that adults tend to be encumbered
by the baggage of doubt, fear, and a limited belief system. This keeps us from trust-
ing God to do what He promises. We are captive to a “non-supernatural” worldview.

More than any other church in history, the Western church of the 1950s
through the 1980s taught its people Bible knowledge and theology. Multiple teach-
ing times each week from the pulpit, Sunday school classes, small groups, confer-
ences, and evangelism training—all centered on Scripture. You would think the
result would have been a stronger church. But instead we seem to have a much
weaker church, an almost miracle-less church today. Why is that?

We in the Western church want everything explained to us. We need to know why
and how something works. If we don’t understand something, we look for an explana-
tion. We also like three easy steps, a clear process that works every time. But when it
comes to theology and prayer, it is tough to have everything perfectly explained. God
so often seems to work outside of our theologies—and He won’t be forced into a box.

He admires childlike faith. “More knowledge” seems to work against that simple
faith of a child. For adults, the fear of doing something wrong dictates our faith. We
easily slip into skepticism and doubt. We have theological responses already prepared
for when God doesn’t answer our prayers the way we want Him to.

Paul poses the question in Galatians 3:5: “So again I ask, does God give you his
Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law [or good theology], or
by your believing what you heard?”

I am not opposed to strong theology—and I am quick to point out bad theology
when [ see it entering into a situation. But I also know that a person’s theology can be
wrong, and God is going to work the way He chooses to work, no matter how we try
to explain Him in step-by-step theological terms.

I am interested now in gaining more childlike faith when I pray. It seems that
when we do not have a supernatural worldview—especially regarding prayer—our
theology can get a little wonky, too.

—Jonathan Graf

PRAYERCONNECT.NET 5




“Build up, build up, prepare the road! Remove the obstacles out of the way of My people.”
Isaiah 57: 14

INTERNATIONAL
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City-Reaching, Revival and Prayer
November 19-20, 2014

at the Country Inn & Suites, Wheaton, Illinois

A Nationdl Conversation on
Preparing for an Outpouring of the Spirit on Your City
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Bob Bakke Brad Bush Jon Graf Phil Migilioratti Bob Smart Patrick Black
OneCry Prayer Summits International Harvest Prayer City Impact Roundtable Pastor & Author Worship Leader
Revival Institute Ministries and Mission America

register online at:
W org E=e
or call 765-497-3199 for more information

© 2014 International Revival Institute, All Rights Reserved
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God’s Movement through Prayer

Christians in Iraq and Syria Desperately Need Prayer

hristians in Iraq and Syria are
flecing severe violence targeted
at them. The violence includes

church attacks, killings, robberies, and
rapes. In the past decade the Christian
population in Mosul (city in northern
Iraq and the capital of the Nineveh Prov-
ince) shrank from 35,000 to 3,000. In
recent weeks, the remaining Christians
fled, according to World Watch Monitor,
which analyzes the reasons behind the
exodus.

In late February 2014, the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) invaded
Ragga in northern Syria. They forced
Christian community leaders to sign a
contract agreeing to a set of stringent con-
ditions. These included the payment of a
special tax (known as jizya), conducting
Christian rites only behind closed doors so
as to be neither visible nor audible to Mus-
lims, and adherence to Islamic commer-
cial, dress code, and dietary regulations.
In exchange for “protection,” ISIS has pro-
hibited the ringing of church bells and all
praying in public, the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) reported.

An array of 175 American
religious leaders recently urged
the United States to support
Christianity’s historical heart-
land. U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf
(R-VA), a longtime religious
freedom advocate who helped
create the U.S. Commission
on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) in 1998,
says, “These defenseless reli-
gious communities are fac-
ing an existential crisis, which threatens
their very survival in the lands they have
inhabited for centuries. The faith leaders
. .. recognize that unless the American
church begins to champion this cause, the
foreign policy establishment will hardly
lead the way. [These faith leaders] are
committing to be their ‘brother’s keeper,
whether in Nineveh, Cairo or Homs.”

The International Prayer Council has
issued several calls to prayer that include
these prayer points:

¢ that Christians will not be discour-

aged and will continue to unite in
authoritative prayer for their nation

Photo by ©iStock.com/Carillet

* that Christians throughout Iraq
and Syria will know the peace and
presence of Jesus each day and will
remain faithful to Him and clear in
their testimony

* that God will bring about His pur-
poses for these nations and the sur-
rounding areas

* that those who are perpetuating the
conflict will know the Spirit’s convic-
tion of sin and come to understand
the depth of Jesus forgiveness.

Adapted from International Prayer
Connections (ipcprayer.org).

Prayer Focus on International Students

’ I 1 he first Global Day of Prayer
for International Students (GD-
PIS), designed to help Chris-
tians focus their faith and love on meet-
ing the needs of visitors from abroad,
will be observed on Monday, November
17. The day will be marked with united
intercession by individuals and small
groups, directed toward overseas visitors
and those who minister to them.
International study is a growing glob-
al phenomenon. More than one million
international students are now enrolled
in U.S. universities and schools of higher
education. In many countries, November
17 is already recognized as International

Student Day and celebrated with campus

festivals and events.

The GDPIS organizing committee is
an independent group made up of cam-
pus ministries, including local campus
fellowships, churches, denominations

and outreach groups such
as Bridges International,
Chi Alpha, International
Students Incorporated,
International Student Min-
istries, and Overseas Stu-
dents Mission.

The November 17
date comes just before the
American Thanksgiving
holiday—a time when Christians are
urged to set an extra plate at their tables
for visiting foreign students.

BILL BRAY is a frequent contributor to ASSIST
News Service (assistnews.net).
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NEWS

Battle Against Pornography Sees Breakthrough

rayer leaders David Rowsome and

Warwick Marsh, of Australia’s

National Day of Prayer and Re-
pentance, report a major breakthrough
in the battle against pornography: “We
believe this is the result of the prayers of
many around the world.”

On June 6, 2014, Google, the top
Internet site in the world, announced it
is stopping all advertisements for pornog-
raphy as well as all ads that link to sexu-
ally explicit websites. Google also agreed
to stop offering sexually explicit apps in
their phone app store, Google Play.

The announcement came just two
weeks after a delegation of anti-porn
activists met with Google executives at
their offices in Washington, D.C. The
organization called Porn Harms, a part of
Morality in Media, organized the meeting
that included Family Research Council,

Concerned Women for America, Enough

Is Enough, and Focus on the Family.
Porn Harms had named Google in
its “Dirty Dozen,” a list of companies
helpful to the porn industry. Specifically,
the group complained to Google about
porn on Google Play, on Google-owned
YouTube, and in Google ads. Porn Harms
leadership found out about Google’s deci-
sion via the porn industry news sites com-
plaining about the change.

“We thank God for this amazing
news. We believe it is no accident that this
was announced while we prayed and fast-
ed during the global D-Day Prayer Storm
on Friday, June 6, 2014,” says the report
from Rowsome and Marsh. “Our Ameri-
can brothers and sisters in Christ called us
to a time of prayer, fasting and repentance
to ask God to turn back the tide of evil in
the Church and our societies.”

They add, “This global call to fast and
pray is built upon other prayer initiatives
around the world including our own 2014
Australia National Day of Prayer and
Fasting, followed by 40 Days of Prayer
and Fasting, when we focused on praying
for a renewal of sexual purity. So once
again, we thank God for this amazing
breakthrough which we believe is the
greatest single victory in the battle against
pornography in the last 40 years.”

New Effort to Transform U.S. Launched

n July 2, a new website was

launched marking the release

of Renewal of America’s effort
to raise up 100 million intercessors who
will pray faithfully for the transforma-
tion of the United States.

“Renewal of America,” according to
renewalofamerica.org, “is a movement of
many Christians from all across America,
united under Jesus Christ and praying
for revival in America. We are young and
old, rich and poor, black and white—but
we all believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Savior, and we believe that God is
not done with America.

“George Washington prayed dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, and he led
America to victory and became our first
president. When the Constitutional
Congress was stuck in creating our con-
stitution, Benjamin Franklin called for
a time of prayer. Today, our country
faces a new kind of crisis. We are falling

8 ISSUE SEVENTEEN 2014

away from God and polluting the world
with our immorality. Our vision is to
see 100 million Christians in America—
and, someday, one billion
Christians around the
world—band together in
prayer for revival and join
together to help reach our
country and our world for
Jesus Christ.”

Birthed in the heart
of businessman Bob
Williamson, Renewal of
America is a joint effort of
many Christian business
people. Teams of business
leaders and prayer leaders | pledge.
are working together on
this massive effort to raise up an army of
praying believers.

Believers are encouraged to take a
simple pledge expressing their interest to
stand together in prayer for the nation.

Vonette Bright was first to sign

Prayer information will become available
to get participants praying in a unified,
non-partisan way.

In a symbolic ceremo-
ny at a gathering of prayer
leaders and businesspeople
near Tallahassee, FL, June
30—]July 1, 2014, Vonette
Bright, the co-founder
of Cru and founder of
America’s National Prayer
Committee, became the
first person to sign the
site’s pledge, marking its
launch.

You can learn more
about the movement
and sign the pledge at
renewalofamerica.org. Those who pledge
can also “like” Renewal of America on
Facebook and encourage their churches
and friends to connect with this move-
ment.
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Supreme Court Upholds Prayer at Council Meetings

divided Supreme Court ruled in
AMay that legislative bodies, such

as city councils, can begin their
meetings with prayer, even if that prayer
plainly favors a specific religion.

The court ruled 5 to 4 that Christian
prayers said before meetings of an upstate
New York town council did not violate
the constitutional prohibition against
government establishment of religion. The
justices cited history and tradition.

The ruling reflected a Supreme Court
that has become more lenient regarding
how government may accommodate reli-
gion in civic life without crossing the line
into an endorsement of a particular faith.

The court’s five conservatives said leg-
islative prayers need not be stripped of ref-
erences to a specific religion—the prayers
at issue often invoked Jesus Christ and
the resurrection—and said those given
the opportunity to pray before legislative
meetings should be “unfettered” by what
government officials find appropriate.

“Absent a pattern of prayers that

over time denigrate, proselytize, or
betray an impermissible govern-
ment purpose, a challenge based
solely on the content of a particular
prayer will not likely establish a
constitutional violation,” Justice
Anthony M. Kennedy wrote for the

court’s conservative majority.

The case involved the New York
town of Greece, just outside Rochester,
where the council regularly opened its
meetings with a prayer delivered by
someone from the community. The
speakers were recruited from local houses
of worship, which were overwhelmingly
Christian.

The Supreme Court decided 30 years
ago that state legislatures may begin ses-
sions with an invocation. But the new
case asked whether there might need to
be different rules for local council meet-
ings, where citizens often come to ask for
favorable official action.

Kennedy also wrote: “Legislative
prayer has become part of our heritage

Three Streams Come Together with

One Dream

eaders passionate about seeing
L transformation in society will

meet at a first-ever gathering
called a National Conversation on Pre-
paring for an Outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on Our Cities, November 19-20,
2014, in Wheaton, IL.

The event brings together leaders
from three movements (city-reaching,
revival, and prayer) to discuss how to
unify efforts to see a national revival and
spiritual awakening in the United States.

The event is sponsored by the Inter-
national Revival Institute, with support
and participation from Mission America
Coalition, City Impact Roundtable,

Awakening Chicagoland, National Pas-
tor’s Prayer Network, and the Chicago-
land Transformation Fellowship. Each
group is working toward transformation
in cities, but this gathering brings the
streams together to talk about collaborat-
ing efforts.

Rev. Brad Bush, director of the In-
ternational Revival Institute, explains:
“The Lord Jesus Christ has raised up and
continues to sustain and expand three
distinct but related movements in our
country: united and passionate prayer,
preparation and expectation for revival,
and coordinated efforts for reaching our
cities by proclaiming in word and deed

Photo by ©iStock.com/Becquart

and tradition, part of our expressive
idiom, similar to the Pledge of Alle-
giance, inaugural prayer, or the recitation
of ‘God save the United States and this
honorable Court’ at the opening of this
Court’s sessions.” He also said there was
no evidence that Greece town council
members “allocated benefits and burdens
based on participation in the prayer.”

Taken from 7he Informer, Intercessors

for America (ifapray.org).

PRAYERCONNECT has
partnered with the Prayer and
Crisis Referral Network to offer
a phone-in prayer line—with a
live intercessor who will pray
for your need. If you need
prayer, let a trained intercessor
pray for youl!
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the good news of the Kingdom of God.”

He adds, “Coincidence? Each of
these movements originated from the
heart of Christ, are sustained and guided
by the Holy Spirit and led by His ser-
vants, and strategically placed in cities,
communities, and regions across our
land. Together, we believe these streams
may comprise His preparation for the
coming next Great Awakening.”

“An anticipated, prayed-for outpour-
ing of the Spirit of Christ that impacts
entire communities, cities, and regions is
the dream that may become reality from
these three streams,” continues Bush. “In
light of this possibility, could it be time
for these movements to begin to talk to
each other, to build consensus on what
may be coming, and to collaborate on
plans that prepare the way of the Lord?”

The National Conversation will center
around this question: If the Lord Jesus
Christ were to pour out His Spirit upon

a community or region in response to
believing prayer, how might these three
streams of Kingdom life—city-reachers,
revivalists, and intercessors—begin to
build trust and collaborate together to
help ensure lasting fruit from such a re-
vival for the glory of the Lord? Like vari-
ous groups of a community working to-
gether to prepare for an imminent flood,
these ministry streams believe they can
take steps to prepare for spiritual transfor-
mation of regions as well.

This groundbreaking, two-day gath-
ering will be a roundtable of leaders and
representatives of these three streams.
They will meet to discern what the Spir-
it is saying to the Church through the
process of interviews, plenary sessions,
worship and prayer, Q&A, historical
analysis, and sharing contemporary ex-
amples of what Christ is doing in com-
munities in preparation for an outpour-

ing of His Spirit.

National Prayer Assembly Before

Elections

eaders of four major ministry
L coalitions have sensed a call from

God to hold a National Prayer
Assembly in Washington, D.C. just prior
to Election Day. The Assembly will be
held October 29-30, 2014, at the Penta-
gon Sheraton City in Arlington (next to
Reagan National Airport). In addition,
some time will be spent praying on-site
in downtown Washington.

According to Dave Butts, chairman
of America’s National Prayer Commit-
tee (NPC), the event “comes at a crucial
time in our nation’s life. It is not a time
for politicking or posturing, but for pas-
sionate prayer for a fresh move of God
for the transformation of our nation.
Our prayer focus will be on repentance,
reconciliation, and revival in the spirit of
God’s great promise for national restora-
tion in 2 Chronicles 7:14.”

Sponsors hope that many spiritual
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leaders and intercessors who regularly
lift up the nation will hear God’s call to
join in this solemn event.

“Are you sensing a call of God to
a time of intense intercession for the
United States?” asks Butts. “At this time
of growing crisis in which our nation
seems to have lost its direction morally,
spiritually, politically, and economically,
we are challenging anyone to come who
feels a tug from the Lord to participate.”

The National Prayer Assembly is
sponsored by the NPC, Mission Ameri-
ca, the International Prayer Council and
Renewal of America. To register, go to
nationalprayercommittee.com. The cost is
$55 (meals are not included). You may
stay at any hotel, but if you choose the
Sheraton, the rates are $184 (single or
double) per night until the room block
is gone. Call 1 (800) 325-3535 to book
at the Sheraton.

The expectation is that participants
will gain a better understanding of and
a higher regard and respect for each
stream, and that they will leave with ac-
tion steps for working together. Time
will also be devoted to discerning what
further direction is needed and what is-
sues and questions need to be addressed
in future National Conversations.

Every participant is considered a ple-
nary speaker in the roundtable setting.
Some assigned preparation will be re-
quested. Due to the nature of this initial
National Conversation, registration will
be limited.

The conveners ask that those who
give leadership to any of these three
streams prayerfully consider participat-
ing in this National Conversation. You
may register at international-revival.org.
For more information contact info@
international-revival.org.

Prayer Calendar

Cry Out America
Thursday, September 11
awakeningamerica.us
See You at the Pole
Wednesday, September 24
Ssyatp.com
Day of Prayer for the Peace
of Jerusalem
Sunday, October 5
daytopray.com
Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church
Sunday, November 2
onewiththem.com
Global Day of Prayer for
International Students
Monday, November 17




Theme Introduction

Removing the Hindrances in Your Prayer Life

confess there’s one hindrance in my prayer life
that opposes me with a vengeance even before I
start my day.
It’s my snooze alarm.
Late nights beckon me. As a freelancer with
a night-owl predisposition, I am often quite
productive when most people are watching the
news and wrapping things up for the day. As
a result, many early mornings I keep hitting
the snooze alarm just one more time. And each time I tap it
represents a little less time available to spend with the Lord.

But this can actually be a symptom of a deeper underly-
ing roadblock in my prayer life. It’s a roadblock that can rise
up at any time. It’s the question that sometimes lingers in the
back of my mind: Does all this prayer really make a difference?

The question popped up again this morning as I prayer-
walked my community, asking for a Christ-awakening in
every home. Will people really become followers of Jesus because
I'm out here praying? Does this really make a difference, Lord?

Of course I know the truth—it does. The Lord wouldn’t
call us to pray if it didn’t matter. But sometimes, I wonder.
And just that little bit of questioning can slip in as a hin-
drance to praying with faith.

I’'m thankful the Lord graciously reminds me in various
ways that, yes, our prayers do matter. Recently, while reading
through Exodus, I came across a note in the margin next to
Exodus 31:2-6 (NLT): “Look, I have specifically chosen Beza-
lel . . . I have filled him with the Spirit of God, giving him
great wisdom, ability, and expertise in all kinds of crafts. . . .
He is a master at every craft!”

I had written that I prayed this passage for my friend
Evan in September of 2009. I have no idea why. So after
rereading the passage, I mentioned it to Evan.

“That’s just crazy,” he said. Apparently, at that exact time,
Evan was in Bolivia helping record a Christian album. The
process was not what he expected, and he ended up having
to play many of the instruments and percussion himself—
something he was not skilled to do. “I had no idea how I was
going to pull if off,” he said. But God suddenly made him a
“master at every craft.”

It was, once again, the reminder I needed that God in-
vites us to pray because He has every intention of answering!
We just need persistence in overcoming the barriers.

Unending Struggles

Obviously my snooze alarm and my questioning thoughts
are only a couple examples of the many hindrances and road-
blocks that can affect the prayer lives of many well-meaning
believers. We know we should pray. We are always glad when
we do pray. Yet the struggles seem unending.

In this issue, Bill Elliff tackles various reasons God might
not be responding to our prayers. Scripture is clear that sin,
pride, unforgiveness, and broken relationships can affect
the way God listens. Rebecca Shirey sheds light on everyday
roadblocks we may experience (time, distractions, delays,
interruptions) and offers practical suggestions for overcom-
ing them. And Kerry Shuey delves into one of the strongest
roadblocks: unforgiveness.

But when we faithfully pursue Christ, pray even when
it’s difficult or uncertainty arises, and when we seek to push
through the roadblocks, God blesses us with the joy of being
in relationship with Him through this gift of prayer.

And sometimes the answers are “just crazy.”

CAROL MADISON is editor of Prayer Connect.
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God May N.Ot
Be Answering
Your Prayers
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hen my high school friend in-

vited me to work with him on his
car, [ was happy to join him. One

problem: I knew nothing about cars!

He told me to start taking the engine
apart and we would put it back together

later. I did, he did—and for the next six

months the engine parts lay in his yard.

We actually worked hard, but our work was

worse than useless. It merely created a junk-

yard on a really nice street!

Many believers today are getting desperate. Seeing the
moral and spiritual free fall in the world around us and
the declining condition of the church in our land drives us
to cry out to God. We need Him. We need His manifest
presence. We need revival in the church and spiritual
awakening among the unbelieving. We need our nation
to be restored to its Kingdom calling as a mighty, gospel-
sending station to the world.



According to Scripture, the precursor

to any great movement of God is always
humble, repentant prayer. We thank God
that people across the country are praying in record num-
bers. But wouldn’t it be tragic to discover that our prayers
are not effective? Wouldn't it be heartbreaking to learn
that some things in our lives prevent our prayers from
accomplishing what is so desperately needed? Wouldn’ it
be devastating to find out that all our hard work in prayer
is doing nothing to advance the Kingdom?

What if we are simply littering heaven’s yard with
unusable prayers?

Evaluating Our Prayer Lives

While Scripture contains hundreds of positive promises
regarding answered prayer, God also outlines many
things that will hinder our prayers. No one prays per-
fectly, and God is not playing with us. He does not make
intercession so unattainable that only the super-spiritual
can be effective. He understands our weakness. But He
is also very clear about those things that can hinder our

By Bill E1liff
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Are we willing to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of our prayer lives? It may help
to walk through the following questions,
step-by-step, with an honest heart. And
when God shows us areas of need, we
can turn to Him in repentance and take
the necessary steps to adjust our lives to
encounter Him afresh in prayer.

Are we simply praying?
@ You do not have because you do
not ask God (James 4:2).

Many people do not see prayers an-
swered because they do not pray. They
talk about prayer, teach and preach about
prayer, and tell people “I'm praying for
you!” But it is often hypocrisy. If you do
not see God’s activity in and through
your life, it may be because you have
not taken the steps to become a man or
woman who is simply praying.

Are we praying simply?
“When you are praying, do not use
meaningless repetition as the Gentiles
do, for they suppose that they will
be heard for their many words. So
do not be like them; for your Father
knows what you need before you ask
Him” (Matt. 6:7—8, NASB).

God is not impressed by flowery
words or fine oratory. He loves sincere,
simple hearts. He knows our needs and
is not waiting for us to petition Him
with perfect elocution. He longs for His
children to climb up in His lap and enjoy
Him.

One of the most liberating moments
in prayer is to realize you can come to
Him in sincerity, honesty, and simplici-
ty—speaking to Him as friend to friend
or child to loving Father.

Are we entering in?
@ “But when you pray, go into your
room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Fa-
ther, who sees what is done in secret,

will reward you” (Matt. 6:6).

“Hurry is the death of prayer,” said
Samuel Chadwick. Many have not
learned how to enter into God’s presence.
If we had the opportunity to enter physi-
cally into His presence, we would not
pop in, read a laundry list of requests,
and pop out. We would quiet our souls.
His magnificence would humble us. We
would worship and adore Him.

We can enter into the closet of prayer
anywhere—in a room with a few friends
or a congregation of thousands. But only
when we enter in, shut the door, and
turn our gaze to the Father, will we posi-
tion ourselves to hear from Him. And
only as we hear from Him are we able to
pray Spirit-initiated prayers.

Are we praying Spirit-
e initiated prayers?
Jesus said, “When you lift up the
Son of Man, then you will know
that I am He, and I do nothing on
My own initiative, but I speak these
things as the Father taught Me. And
He who sent Me is with Me; He
has not left Me alone, for I always
do the things that are pleasing to
Him . .. I speak the things which
I have seen with My Father” (John
8:28-29, 38, NASB).

Effective prayer is a loop that begins
in heaven, travels through our hearts and
minds, and then returns to heaven. Jesus
always did and said what His Father was
initiating. The activity did not begin
with the Man, Jesus, but with the Father
to the Man and through the Man. In
this way, Jesus was constantly doing His
Father’s will, and His prayers were per-
fectly aligned and stunningly effective.

To be heard, listen first! Find out
what the Spirit is saying and then pray
in alignment with Him. God always an-
swers prayers that He initiates!

Are we aligning our
motives with God’s?
You ask and do not receive, because

you ask with wrong motives, so that



you may spend it on your pleasures.
You adulteresses, do you not know
that friendship with the world is
hostility toward God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the
world makes himself an enemy of
God (James 4:3—4).

Your kingdom come; your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven

(Matt. 6:10).

God gives no promise to bless our
plans and our will, only His. In fact, He
specifically reminds us that He will not
hear and answer prayers that are selfish.
Prayer is not aligning God with what we
want, but spending time in His presence
to align us with His will and plan.

6 Are we praying to be seen
e by men?
“When you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on
the street corners to be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward in full” (Matt. 6:5).

When we pray to impress others, only

they will hear us. Becoming overly con-
scious of those around us can drown out
our consciousness of the One to whom
we are praying. Self-exalting prayers are
not prayers at all. They are merely ex-
pressions of a proud heart.

Are we harboring known
e sin?
If I had cherished sin in my heart,
the Lord would not have lis-
tened (Psalm 66:18).

Everyone who prays is sinful and
fights an ongoing battle against the
world, the flesh, and the devil. But there
is a difference between fighting against
sin and harboring sin.

God knows our struggle. He was
tempted in all points like us, therefore
we can “approach God’s throne of grace

with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need” (Heb. 4:16). But often
God will withhold His presence and His
provision to get our attention so that we
will deal with the sins that are destroying
us and those around us.

Are we right with those

around us?
“If you are presenting your offering
at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something
against you, leave your offering
there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother, and then
come and present your offering”

(Matt. 5:23-24, NASB).

The Father is aggressively concerned
about the unity of His family. When
His children are not right with each oth-
er, He uses every means to bring them

back into right relationship. He wants
us to be in perfect unity with Him and
with one another.

Of all the things Jesus could have
prayed for in His final, high priestly
prayer, this is what He requested of the
Father (John 17:21). He knows we can-
not hear Him and find His will if we are
withholding forgiveness from others.

Are we treating our mates
e with respect and honor?
Husbands, in the same way be
considerate as you live with your
wives, and treat them with respect
as the weaker partner and as heirs
with you of the gracious gift of life,
so that nothing will hinder your

prayers (1 Peter 3:7).

Our homes are our first church. They
are the proving grounds, the laboratory
for the things of God, so He wants us to

GRY
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first learn how to walk rightly with our
families. God warns us that a dishonor-
ing relationship with our spouse can
destroy our effectiveness in prayer. This
verse means exactly what it says. If I were
to callously dishonor a friend’s child, he
would have a hard time listening to any
request I would make of him. The same
is true of God.

1 Are we praying with
e a proud, unbroken

heart?
“Two men went up into the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other
a tax collector. The Pharisee stood
and was praying this to himself:
‘God, I thank You that I am not
like other people: swindlers, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax col-
lector. I fast twice a week; I pay
tithes of all that I get.

“But the tax collector, standing some

Phone Line

Intercessors
Needed

The Prayer and Crisis Referral
Network needs intercessors who
can commit to a minimum of
2 hours a week to pray for those
who call in—from the comfort

of your own home.

GO TO
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The PCRN handles prayer calls for
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distance away, was even unwilling
to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was
beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be

merciful to me, a sinner!’

“I tell you, this man went to his
house justified rather than the other;
for everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, but he who humbles
himself will be exalted” (Luke
18:10—14).

God hates pride—lifting ourselves
up above Him. In fact, Scripture says He
“resists the proud” (James 4:6, NKJV).
This is a resistance we cannot afford to
experience. A proud, judgmental, unbro-
ken heart will skew prayer. How great
it would be if our first prayer became,
“Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner!”

1 Are we listening to and
o gladly responding to
God’s Word?
He who turns away his ear from lis-
tening to the law, even his prayer is
an abomination (Prov. 28:9, NASB).

The Bible is not a collection of man’s
thoughts about God. It is God speaking!
Since prayer needs to be God-initiated
to be effective, how can we pray such
prayers if we are unwilling to listen and
respond to His Word?

It is arrogant to believe we can ignore
what He is saying and then expect Him
to pay attention to what we are saying.
God longs for us to be effective in in-
tercession for His Kingdom’s sake. He
knows this is best accomplished as we
listen and respond to His Word.

1 Are we giving up in
e prayer?
[Jesus] was telling them a parable to
show that at all times they ought to
pray and not to lose heart (Luke 18:1).

The parable Jesus shared in Luke 18
calls us to enduring prayer. George Mu-
eller prayed all his life for the salvation of

two of his boyhood friends. When asked
if he had stopped praying for them, he
replied that he could not give up because
God had assured him of the answer.
One of his friends was saved at Mueller’s
funeral, the other six months after his
death.

The timing of God’s answers must be
left in the hands of a Sovereign God who
does all things perfectly. He knows what
He’s doing.

Peeling Back Layers of
Hindrance

Several years ago I found myself in a very
dry time—Dbland Bible study and hin-
dered prayers. Worst of all, my love for
Christ had grown cold. As the New Year
began, I felt God calling me to spend an
extended time in fasting, simply to lay
aside everything that was clouding my
heart so I could hear Him.

The first days of fasting usually just
make me mad as I miss my food! But
this time, as the days continued, I found
my heart softening. The Lord peeled
back layers of sin and showed me ways I
had been disregarding Him. He began
to speak to me in new ways through
His Word. He placed fresh, heaven-sent
prayers into my soul. I fell in love with
Him all over again.

Not long after this time, God an-
swered one of the great prayers of my
heart and sent a mighty work of revival
to the church I pastor. That revival lasted
five weeks, three to four hours every
night. I do not pretend that my solitary
prayers, once rightly aligned, brought
revival. But I know that He prepared
my heart for what He was about to ac-
complish. And I know He was graciously
initiating and answering prayer afresh in
my life.

BILL ELLIFF, the teaching
and directional pastor of The
Summit Church in Little Rock,
AK, also serves on the execu-
tive leadership team of OneCry

(onecry.com).
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By Rebecca Shirey

$ our commitment to prayer
strong enough to knock down
the many roadblocks the enemy
throws in front of us?
“Prayer can never be in ex-
cess,” said Charles Spurgeon, a
19th-century British minister
and writer. Most of us agree
with Spurgeon, yet we may
struggle with various roadblocks to
prayer. We understand that being still
before the Lord requires disengaging
from intrusions in order to concentrate
on Him, but unwelcome thoughts often
hijack our focus.
When we think about the Luke 10

account of Jesus visiting the home of

Mary and Martha, most of us aspire to
be Mary, seated at the feet of Jesus and
choosing the better way (v. 42). But too
often we are Martha, “distracted by all
the preparations” needing our attention
(v. 40). Like this biblical example of dis-
tracted, we are pulled different ways at the
same time by the busyness of life.

Our instantresults, fast-forward
society also challenges our prayer lives.
Joseph Parker, a London preacher, once
complained, “I'm in a hurry but God
isn’t!” We can identify with Parker—
especially when we don’t get immediate
answers to our prayers, and when waiting
on God stretches on and on without the
resolution we seek.

On the following pages, you’ll find
advice from several people with longstand-
ing commitments to prayer, and from my
own experience, regarding overcoming
roadblocks to prayer. Without exception,
we all agree on the first essential—giving
prayer priority.

Declutter Your Time with the Lord

PRAYERCONNECT.NET 19



Roadblock #1:
Not Enough Time

We can pray anytime and anywhere.

The Apostle Paul encourages us to “pray
continually” (1 Thess. 5:17). But a regular
time of prayer encourages a lifestyle of
prayer.

For 31 years Doug and Carla Mc-
Murray have risen every morning at 5:00
a.m. to pray for another Great Awaken-
ing in America. Your best time might

not be 5:00 a.m. But determining your

prime time can help you make prayer a
regular part of your day.

King David indicated Ais best time:
“You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek
you” (Ps. 63:1). As the King James Version
renders this verse, the word earnestly can
mean early—first thing in the morning or
first in order of priority. Like David, many
people of prayer choose to enjoy time with
God before the day’s events crowd their
schedule—Dbefore turning on the morn-
ing news, checking social media, reading
the latest emails, or eating breakfast. God
deserves first place.

But if morning isn’t ideal for you,
find a time when you can give God undi-
vided attention. Since He neither slum-
bers nor sleeps, every moment of the day
is like morning to Him.

When we block out time in our

START THE DISCUSSION

DEVELOPING A CULTURE OF
PRAYER IN YOUR CHURCH

Engage your elders and staff in making
prayer part of your church’s DNA.

Living in the Upper Room is a 48-page, 4 x 6
booklet that includes the theme articles of Prayer
Connect issue 10. It offers both a picture of how
dynamic a praying church can be and practical
steps on how to get there. This content can
inspire your leadership team to desire becoming a

praying church right out of the Book of Acts.

Multiple Copy Discounts:
1 copy: $2.99 ¢ 2 -9 copies: $1.99
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on GOd is active,

anticipating, and maturing.

schedule, we are less apt to find an excuse
to postpone our prayers or allow the dis-
turbance of the moment to sabotage our
time with God. One mother of young
children says, “Nothing short of an ER
visit bumps my appointment with the
Lord. A consistent time to pray sets the
tone for my day, my week, and ultimately
my life.”

But even more than an appointment
to keep, prayer is a relationship to enjoy.

Roadblock #2:
No Accountability

When Doug and Carla pray each morn-
ing, they pray one hour separately and
then unite to pray for an additional hour
together. Although they haven’t yet seen
the Great Awakening they have been pray-
ing for, they remain faithful to their com-
mitment to pray. From their experience
the McMurrays suggest finding a prayer
partner if you don’t already have one.
Although they pray separately for the
first hour, being accountable to cach other
helps them stay faithful to their commit-
ment to pray. A prayer partner doesn’t
necessarily have to be a person you pray
with regularly, but he or she can simply be
someone who encourages you in prayer.

Roadblock #3:
Lack of a Specific, Dedicated,
Personal Place to Pray

Several years ago I visited a prayer room
in a Modesto, CA, church. It was the boil-
er room of prayer for the church, complete
with a sign over the door: The Furnace.
The space was fueled by the Holy Spiri,
filled with intercessors, and saturated

with prayer. The atmosphere invited
prayer because The Furnace was where
prayer happened consistently. We can also
cultivate an atmosphere of prayer in our
homes. Having a consistent place to pray
conditions us to spend time talking with



God. Your spot might be a space in your
bedroom, a chair in the corner of your
family room, or a place at your kitchen
table. Make the space welcoming. Keep
a basket there—containing your Bible,

a notebook, and a pen—as reminders to
meet with God. After a while, entering
your space will signal prayer.

My spot is a walk-in closet off my
bedroom. It might not seem like the
most comfortable place, but I don’t mind
sitting on the floor. It’s separated from
household responsibilities, and I'm less
likely to be interrupted since reaching me
requires opening three doors.

Because I'm a highly visual person,
the darkened seclusion of my closet helps
me more easily block out distractions. I
can’t see the pillow to fluff or the picture
to straighten. I've even learned to ignore
the clutter of shoes on the floor. I turn
on the light to read Scripture. I turn off
the light to listen to God.

The closet works for me. Experiment
to discover the space that works for you,
and go there day after day.

Roadblock #4:

Unwelcome Distractions

Shutting the door means far more than
closing those three doors along the path
to my walk-in closet. It’s also about shut-
ting the door to unwelcome intrusions
clouding my thoughts and disturbing my
peace. It’s about turning off social media
and ignoring text messages or phone calls.

One intercessor said that the com-
puter and the phone often infringed on
her prayer time. Then one morning she
sensed God say to her, “Whose voice do
you crave most in the morning?” Now
she refuses to engage with those tech-
nological intrusions until after her time
with the Lord.

Sometimes, though, no matter how
much willpower I exert, 'm helpless to
quiet my mind. At those times, I bring
my distractions before the Lord. I yield
to the Holy Spirit’s help. We are not
alone when we pray. The Holy Spirit is

speaks 100-150 words per minute.
Praying aloud helps stem the rush of

right there with us, helping us in our
weakness. The psalmist reminds us,
“Cast your cares on the LORD and he
will sustain you” (Ps. 55:22).

Here are ways to keep us focused on

anxious thoughts and allows for ar-
ticulating one thought at a time.
o Writing your prayers. Writing also
the Lord while in our closet or quiet place: helps slow your pace. And you can
e Praying aloud. Research shows that read back over your prayers later
the average person thinks in excess and gain encouragement from your

of 700 words per minute but only growth and God’s answers.
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e Praying Scripture. Join with Jesus

in praying the Psalms. They were
His prayer book during His time on
earth. Recognizing that ’'m pray-
ing the same words as Jesus prayed
helps calm my wandering thoughts.
Praying Scripture aloud can be dou-
bly effective. In addition to doing
battle in the heavenlies, the sound
of our prayers comes out of our
mouth, goes in through our ears,
and encourages our souls.
Harnessing the to-do list. That list
dominating your mind isn’t always
the enemy trying to distract you.
Sometimes it’s the Holy Spirit re-
minding you. Rather than becoming
irritated, quickly write down what
you need to remember, invite God
into that event in your daily sched-
ule, and then get back to prayer.
Naming your blessings. Gratitude
can deter restlessness in prayer. A

o

grateful heart keeps you focused on
the Lord’s goodness—and there are
plenty of ways to thank Him!

Roadblock #5:

Interruptions from Children

For parents with younger children, an un-
interrupted prayer time may seem impos-
sible. One mom uses her children’s nap-
time as her quiet time. When they awaken
carly, she sits them next to her with a book
until she finishes her time with the Lord.
Another mom often has a two-year-old
curled up in her lap as she prays.

Both mothers see these times as op-
portunities to model prayer for their chil-
dren. One of the moms found each of
her gitls, on separate occasions, lying in
her bed with a Bible and pen. They told
her they were having their “God time,”
just like her.

“That was all the encouragement I

needed to make prayer a priority!” she says.

Roadblock #6:
Disappointing Delays

In prayer, as in other areas of our spiritu-
al journey, we experience God-purposed
times of waiting. Waiting on God is not
like the foot-tapping impatience we expe-
rience when we discover were once again
in the slowest line in the grocery store.

Waiting on God is active, anticipat-
ing, and maturing. We wait with head
erect and neck outstretched in expecta-
tion of the answer. This strengthens our
confidence in the Lord and our assurance
that He will indeed answer.

And as we wait, we can rest in His
goodness. We can recognize that He
desires the very best for us and for those
we love. We can understand that He is
working behind the scenes to accomplish
the greatest possible outcome.

Center
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One intercessor I know types out,
laminates, and then places her longstand-
ing prayer concerns on a key ring. Some-
times she reads each need, bringing them
individually before the Lord. Other times
she simply lifts the keychain heavenward,
releasing the timing to Him.

When we experience the disappoint-
ment of delay, we can ask God to renew
our passion to pray. We can ask Him to
grace us with His perspective. We can
find rest in these words: “I wait for the
LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I
hope; my soul waits for the Lord more
than watchmen for the morning” (Ps.

130:5-6, ESV).

Rest in Him during the waiting time.

Roadblock #7:

Preconceived Ideas

Prayer isn’t a formula. We can be natural
and at ease. A prayer pattern working

for someone else might not be your most
comfortable way of connecting with God.
Allow God to be personal to you. Elimi-
nate preconceived ideas about prayer and
simply enjoy being with Him. Ask Him,
“What do You have for me today?” He
will lead you into a satisfying relationship
with Him through prayer.

Matthew 6:6 communicates the es-
sence of simplicity before Him. “Here’s
what I want you to do: Find a quiet, se-
cluded place so you won’t be tempted to
role-play before God. Just be there as sim-
ply and honestly as you can manage. The
focus will shift from you to God, and you
will begin to sense his grace” (MSG).

The Gospel of Mark records another
account of peace and simplicity, al-
though it certainly doesn’t start out that
way. I’s the story of Jesus clearing the
temple. Can you imagine the shock of
the crowd when Jesus enters the temple
grounds and begins overturning tables,

driving out the money changers? Can
you hear the commotion of people yell-
ing, money clanging, doves flapping? Do
you hear His announcement? “My house
will be called a house of prayer for all
nations” (Mark 11:17).

Once the offenders noisily clear out,
imagine the scene again: do you hear the
quiet now? Do you sense the peace?

Jesus can do the same for you. Invite
Him to overturn the roadblocks, quiet
the noise, and drive out the concerns clut-
tering your life. Ask Him to make your
temple a house of prayer. And you'll be
able to say with Spurgeon, “Prayer can
never be in excess.”

REBECCA SHIREY travels
internationally as a speaker at
conferences and retreats. She
and her husband Lou also serve
the denominational prayer

- ministry of the International
Pentecostal Holiness Church.
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How to Combat Satan’s Chokehold
on Your Prayer Life



By Kerry Shuey

of Forgiveness

y husband and I had
the humbling oppor-
tunity of traveling to
Pakistan in 2008—
our second time—to
minister to precious
brothers and sisters
who live amidst
great challenges
and danger. In a mountain campground
setting, we were teaching and praying with
people, some of whom had traveled long
distances for many hours to be taught the
Word of God. One of the topics I taught
was forgiveness.

As one who had a healthy dose of
self-righteousness and who had battled
criticism and judgment, I had been learn-
ing much about asking for and extending
forgiveness.

Forgiveness as a Weapon

I began learning about the power of for-
giveness years earlier when I studied the
account of Stephen (Acts 6-7). This first
martyr of the early Church died a painful
death by stoning, and these words were
his last: “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them” (Acts 7:60). After Stephen forgave
his enemies and murderers (including
Saul, who stood by watching), the Church
began to grow and spread. Eventually
Saul, the great persecutor, became Paul,
the great missionary.

God began to show me that forgiveness
is a weapon we can use to defeat the enemy.
It is a key that will unlock many doors for
us. I learned that forgiveness releases us
from a cage of resentment and bitterness
that can cause all kinds of destruction in
our lives and the lives of others. God showed
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me that I needed to forgive because I had
been forgiven of so many of my own sins
(Ps. 103:3). He showed me that if I want
to be like Jesus, I need to forgive (Luke
23:34). And He showed me that if I want
to be forgiven by God, I need to forgive
others (Matt. 6:12).

My unforgiveness and bitterness,

I learned, yields ground in my life to
Satan, and that can lead to all kinds

of sickness—emotional, physical, and
spiritual—and hinder me from fulfilling
my calling.

We witnessed a sad example of this
while ministering in India. We traveled
all evening to a remote village where
many poor and sick people had as-
sembled and were worshiping. After we
spoke, many came for prayer—mostly
for physical healing. Without medi-
cal help, they were desperate. But they
believed Jesus could heal them. As we
prayed for them, almost all were touched
by God’s power and healed, including a
baby who was burning up with a raging
fever. As the young mother with plead-
ing eyes handed the baby to me, I felt
the heat of his little body, and cried out
to God. I could feel the fever going away,
and his eyes became bright and alive!

Last to be prayed for was an elder’s
wife who was crippled with arthritis
and with obvious bitterness. I asked her
if she had resentment toward someone,
and she said she had been wronged over
a boundary dispute and that she would
“never forgive that person!” I am sad
to say that she left, taking her bitter-
ness and painful arthritis with her; God
would not answer her prayer. Psalms
66:18 says, “If I regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me” (KJv).
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yields ground in my life to Satan.

Forgiveness Defined

In my journey to learn about the power
of forgiveness, God has been teaching me
what forgiveness s and what it 75 nor.

1. Forgiveness is excusing a fault,
completely canceling the expected
payment for a wrong, and giving
up my right to hurt someone for
hurting me.

2. Forgiveness is not approval or de-
nial of a wrong committed.

3. Forgiveness is not forgetting or pre-
tending the wrong never happened.

4. Forgiveness is a process whereby we
acknowledge our hurt but “drop
our case” and surrender our pain to

the Lord.

Hindrance to Answered
Prayer

I also learned another important lesson:
my unforgiving spirit can hinder answers
to my prayers. I read in Matthew 6:14-15
that if T forgive others, God will forgive
me. But if I don’t, He won'’t forgive me.
The same message comes across in Mat-
thew 18:27-35.

Then I read this in Mark 11:25-26:
“When you stand praying, if you hold
anything against anyone, forgive them,
so that your Father in heaven may forgive
you your sins.” My unforgiving, resentful
attitude hindered me from the joy of an
intimate walk with God. It robbed me
of the victory and revival in which God
wanted me to live. It caused me to not
even want to pray, which is Satan’s delight!

When I began to see and understand
these valuable truths, I passionately
wanted to be one who is quick to forgive.
I realized that every opportunity to be
offended or bitter is a trap of Satan to
destroy my prayer life! And the more I
practice forgiveness, the greater my ca-
pacity is to love, forgive, pray, and inter-
cede for others.

God began to open doors for me
to speak and teach on forgiveness. As
the Holy Spirit touched people’s hearts,
minds, and bodies, they began experienc-
ing healing and freedom. They were over-
come with tears of repentance and joy.

Much of the bondage and defeat in
people’s lives is due to unforgiveness.
Much of the Army of God is crippled,
powetless, and prayerless, because they
have not used the weapon of forgiveness.
In their bitterness and woundedness,
they have dropped out of the battle—or
they are hanging out in the “M.A.S.H.
Unit” way too long. They delay their
healing by deciding not to forgive every
offense and offender. Forgiveness is an
act of obedience followed by God’s grace.
When we forgive, we can even love and
pray for our enemies (Matt. 5:44).

Even the Most Grievous

So here we were in Pakistan, where many
of our brothers and sister had experi-
enced terrible abuse, mistreatment, and
persecution. While teaching on forgive-
ness I noticed a young lady with a sad,
troubled countenance. By the end of the
message, when we offered a time to for-
give, her tears were flowing. Obviously
the Holy Spirit was working.

Later, during testimony time, this
young woman made her way to the mi-
crophone. She told her story of how she
and her family lived in the area where
the Taliban is very strong. She had seen
much oppression and death in the Chris-
tian community. Her own mother had
been killed by the Taliban. As she spoke,
I couldn’t hold back the tears.

“Today, I was able to forgive my ene-
mies,” she said, “even those who killed my
mother. I want to now help others receive
this healing and deliverance from the bit
terness and pain we can live under.”

Before she left, this precious girl asked
me to pray a “mother’s blessing” over her,



which I gladly and humbly did. We have
corresponded ever since. She went on to
get more training in China and England,
and she now teaches healing prayer, espe-
cially to the victims of suicide bombings.
She is praying for a building to be used as
a healing prayer center. Her prayers avail
much! As she forgave that which might
seem unforgiveable, God’s grace turned
her life around and catapulted her forward
into a life of prayer ministry.

I have another amazing friend who
has learned the freedom and blessing of
forgiveness, and what God will do in an
almost “unforgiveable” situation. As a
child, my friend was repeatedly molested
by her father. Understandably, she left
home as soon as she could, but the pain
and brokenness of her childhood followed
her until God’s grace enabled her to for-
give her father. When she did, her prayer
for his salvation was answered. Later, she
was able to minister to him in a time of
great weakness, and he asked her to for-
give him for what he had done to her.

She has gone on to become an inter-
cessor who serves on her church’s prayer
team. She is especially effective in min-
istry to victims of sexual abuse, sharing
the message of forgiveness.

Effective Prayer
Warriors Needed

God wants to release those in the Body
of Christ who are crippled by an un-
forgiving spirit. This is an hour when
an army of effective prayer warriors is
needed. So, how do we forgive?

1. Admit that you are tired of living
in the bitterness and consequences
of unforgiveness. Choose not to let
it reign in your heart.

2. Decide that you want the freedom
of forgiveness. This choice is not
based on whether the person—
living or dead—deserves forgiveness
or confesses any wrongdoing. It is an
act of our will in obedience to God.

3. Ask God to forgive and bless those
who have offended you—if they

are still living. Forgiveness is always
followed by God’s grace. Obviously
you cannot bless those who are not
living, but you can still forgive in
your heart.

Let us frequently use the weapon of
forgiveness, so that we may be like Jesus.
He offered the ultimate forgiveness—and

He is the greatest Intercessor. Let’s join
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Him, advancing His Kingdom through
our prayers. He has called us to love the
lost, the hurting, and even our enemies.

KERRY SHUEY is co-founder of
KingdomQuest Ministries. She
and her husband John travel
internationally, training and
mentoring leaders. They have
co-authored the book Breaking
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Dick Eastman and Every Home for Christ, the
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By Sandra Higley

Removing the Hindrances in

Our Prayer Lives

Note: This Bible study is formatted for small group open dis-
cussion. If you use this study by yourself, we suggest you journal
your answers to the discussion questions. Also, please use suggested
translations where indicated. Biblegateway.com is an excellent
source for translations you may not have on hand.

everal years ago, during a particularly dry
prayer session with the Lord, I sat in my prayer
closet in what you might describe as a palpa-
ble weariness. Having passed frustration long
before, I had reached the advanced stages of
“weary.” Somehow the freshness I had always
enjoyed with the Lord had evaporated. No
mactter what expectations I brought, no mat-
ter what stirring worship music I employed, no matter which
inspiring passage I read first, I could not shake the spiritual
malaise that had overtaken my prayer times.

Sitting there with my eyes at half-mast, I thought I de-
tected something moving on the floor a little to the right. I had
turned down the closet light's dimmer switch, so it was difficult
to be sure. But yes, there it was again. I roused myself and
looked closer. There, eyeballing me with as much haughtiness
as only a member of its species could muster, was—a snake!

True, I had left a window open in my garden-level apart-
ment. True, it could have been just coincidence. But that seem-
ingly harmless little garter snake had found its way into my

prayer closet—not my bedroom, not my craft room, not

my kitchen. I took it to be a symbolic wake-up call that
something undesirable had worked its way into my prayer

life. When I asked, the Holy Spirit showed me things that were

not what they should be—and a spiritual housecleaning ensued.

Discussion Questions

On a scale of one to ten (ten being dynamic), how would you
rate your prayer life2? Why would you give it that rating?

Some of us have been taught since we were young that “God
always hears our prayers.” Describe how the following verses
may give a different perspective on the use of the word always

(2 Chron. 7:14; Ps. 66:18; Isa. 1:15; 1 John 5:14-15).

PRAYERCONNECT.NET 29



What can you find in Song of Songs 2:14—-16 that indicates our
relationship with the Lord might be hindered by little things

that creep into our lives?

Read Luke 10:38—42 and John 11:1-5. What observations can
you make about Jesus’ relationship with Mary and Martha in
these passages?

Read Psalm 15, and ask the Holy Spirit to help you identify

little foxes that may have crept into your own vineyard.

Bill Elliff encourages us to evaluate the effectiveness of our
prayer lives by taking an honest assessment. In the following
verses look for at least 12 specific areas that deserve our con-
sideration (Ps. 66:18; Prov. 28:9; Matt. 5:23-24, 6:5—8; Luke
18:1, 10—14; John 8:28-29, 38, NasB; James 4:3—4, 6, NKJV;
1 Peter 3:7).

Based on this assessment, what specific areas can you identify
in your personal life that need attention?

Kerry Shuey tells us that “much of the Army of God is crippled,
powetless, and prayerless” because of unforgiveness. Read Psalm
103:3; Matthew 5:44, 6:12—-15, 18:27-35; Mark 11:25-26;

Luke 23:34, and Acts 7:60. What role does forgiveness play as a

weapon in a powerful, effective life of prayer?

What other things can hinder our relationship with God
(1 Sam. 15:23; Matt. 7:1-2; James 3:14—18, 4:6)?

Compare what Martha said to Jesus (John 11:21) with what
Mary said to Him (John 11:32).

How did Jesus respond to Martha, the distracted sister (John
11:23-25)? How did He respond to the sister who was not dis-
tracted (vv. 33-35, 43—44)?

In these passages what parallels can you draw between mov-
ing the heart of God in prayer through our involvement versus
things that distract us? Explain.

Action Steps

Is it time to de-clutter (or de-snake, as the case may be)? Rebecca
Shirey lists effective prayer roadblocks. As you look at the fol-
lowing list, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pinpoint at least one
thing you can work on this week—then make a commitment
to follow through: (1) Time management, (2) No accountabil-
ity, (3) Lack of a specific, dedicated, personal place to pray, (4)
Unwelcome distractions, (5) Interruptions from children, (6)
Disappointing delays in waiting on God, and (7) Preconceived
ideas about prayer.

How will you respond?

Rebecca Shirey reminds us that living distracted, rather than
engaged, can profoundly affect our prayer lives. She cites
Martha of Bethany as the classic example of a Christian life
filled with busy “essentials” that can clutter our to-do lists.
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Thoughts on Revival

Our One Cry Makes a Difference | sy syron pautus

ndelibly etched in my memory are a number of agonizing cries. As a

teenager, I will never forget, in particular, the heartbreaking cry of my

mother as [ watched two army officers approach the back door of our

farmhouse to tell our family about the death of my older brother in Vietnam.

That piercing cry still echoes in my heart.

Have you ever experienced a deep,
heart—rending cry? Sometimes our cries
are born out of anger—cries a or cries
for or cries because of- . . .

But there is one cry that goes beyond
those kinds of cries.

It is a cry up. It’s a vertical cry. It’s the
cry of Moses when he asked God to spare
the nation of Israel from destruction.

Or when the Israelites came together
to grieve after the ark of God had been
stolen and the nation had lost the glory
of God.

It is reminiscent of the cry of Psalm
85, when broken hearts looked toward
heaven and pleaded, “Will you not revive
us again, that your people may rejoice in
you?” (v. 6, Esv). Or when Isaiah cried
with prophetic passion, “Oh, that you
would burst forth from the heavens and
come down!” (Isa. 64:1, NLT).

A vertical cry is not always a corpo-
rate cry for a beleaguered nation, a hurt-
ing community, a lifeless church, or even
a messed-up family. Sometimes it’s a very
personal cry erupting from deep spiritual
need. And that is where it must begin, in
the circle of our own heart.

It is a cry like Allison’s story that fol-
lows, and thousands more in our nation
who cannot stop weeping over the condi-
tion of their own troubled soul:

God found me not only broken
but completely shattered. I was a

truly pathetic mess for years. Rape,

thoughts of suicide, pot and alcohol
abuse, and self-inflicting harm. I
was ashamed of all that and more. I
tried my hardest to deal with it on
my own. How would my parents be
able to face the church if their own
daughter wasn’t leaning on God for
her problems? My father, a pastor,
shouldn’t have a daughter doing
those things. / called upon God when
He had abour 33% of me. Now, I'm
all His. T am slowly telling my par-
ents, and without the passion I now
have for God, I wouldn’t be able to
do anything. I can’t do it alone. I

never should have tried. — Allison

It is the anguish
of the soul.

a=,

No matter how difficult or hopeless
the situation, God is waiting for our cry,
our one cry. And this one cry is the cry of
the soul that longs for God to come in all
His glory.

Seeking Fervently at All Costs

This kind of heartfelt, passionate cry, this
anguish of soul, is what it means to seek
God fervently. The late David Wilkerson
emanated this type of cry when he poured
out his heart in anguish over the condition
of our nation. (Go to onecrybook.com for
the book containing his powerful prayer.)

It is this kind of cry that Jesus poured
forth when He wept over the city of Jeru-
salem. This anguish of heart and soul is
also reflected in the intensity of the cry of
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke
19:41; Heb. 5:7). As Jesus experienced,
seeking God earnestly may require great
personal sacrifice.

But some things are so important
that they are worth the cost. And once
we see the value of the power and pres-
ence of God in our lives, as well as
consider the alternatives without Him, I
believe we will cry out to God like never
before—for everything.

The cry of a God-seeker is not a mor-
bid, defeated cry. Iz is a cry of hope. A cry
that looks to heaven and changes the way
we live on earth. A cry that resets priori-
ties and rearranges schedules. A cry that
will turn you from a prayer spectator
into a prayer warrior. A cry that will take
you to places you've never imagined, and
demand sacrifices on a level you never
anticipated.

But it will also cause you to love
and live more like Christ than you ever
thought possible.

This cry, this one cry, is a turnaround
moment. It’s a moment when we admit
that we don’t have the answers. We don’t
have solutions. We can’t fix what’s bro-
ken in our world. Our one cry upward to
God, borne in humility, is our ultimate
admission of our need before Him.

And when we admit our need, when
we humble ourselves before the Lord, He
gives grace. And everything changes. Not
because of us, but because of Him.

This article was adapted from OneCry: A
Nationwide Call for Spiritual Awakening, Part
1. ©2014 by Byron Paulus and Bill Elliff.
Published by Moody Publishers, Chicago.
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The Great Privilege of Praying

in Jesus’ Name




By Todd Gaddis



No

the heights

“My name is Alexander, Sir,” the sol-
dier meekly answered.

Looking intently at the young man,
Alexander the Great said, “Soldier, either
change your name or change your con-
duct.”

The Matchless Name

ames in Bible times car-

) ried much more meaning
" than merely identifying
/ or distinguishing a per-
' son. “Names in Scripture
" represent the very essence of
the person. A person’s personality, char-
acter, reputation and authority are all
wrapped up in his name.”! Jacob, whose
name means “he deceives,” lived up to
the designation by manipulating those
around him for selfish gain. That all
changed, however, after he wrestled with
God at the River Jabbok. There he re-
ceived a new name, [s7ael, which means,
“he struggles with God” (Gen. 32:28).

A name often suggested power and
influence, as was the case with Alex-
ander. Yet no name can ever rise to the
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NAame can ever rise to
of the matchless name of

heights of the matchless name of Jesus.
This is particularly true within the realm
of prayer. If learning the intercessory
methods of our Lord grants you the “col-
lege degree,” then understanding what it
means to pray in the name of Jesus takes
you to the masters level.

What Does It Mean?

Praying in the name of Jesus doesn’t
mean simply closing a prayer with “in Je-
sus’ name.” It’s not a secret code or magic
formula. Author Jack Taylor writes, “To
pray in his name is more than a declara-
tiom, it is a dz’sposz'tz'on.”z

So, if it’s not a matter of voicing three
short words, then what is it?

Note first that praying in Jesus’ name
opens the door or offers admittance to
salvation. One Old Testament verse car-
ries such significance that two different
New Testament writers quote it. During
his powerful sermon at Pentecost, Peter
proclaimed to a crowd of Jews, “Every-
one who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved” (Acts 2:21; Joel 2:32). Paul
included those same words when describ-
ing salvation to the church in Rome
(Rom. 10:13).

Calling on the name of the Lord
and receiving His free gift of salvation
is the crucial first step in establishing a
relationship with Him. When praying
in His name, there is significance in the
word admit—both noun and verb—as it
relates to our salvation.

Several years ago, an acquaintance in-
vited me to play golf at the Athletic Club
of Atlanta, a prestigious course that has
hosted many professional tournaments.
Arriving at the entry gate with great
excitement and anticipation, I gained

admission to the grounds by simply giv-
ing the security guard the name of the
man who invited me.

As a noun, admission means “ac-
cess.” Paul writes, “In him [Christ] and
through faith in him we may approach
God with freedom and confidence”
(Eph. 3:12). Even though the word name
doesn’t appear in this verse, the implied
truth is that Jesus provided direct pas-
sage to God by way of His precious
blood that paid the penalty for our sins.
He and His name are one.

Scripture says, “Let us then approach
the throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace
to help us in our time of need” (Heb.
4:16, emphasis added). This confidence is
certainly not due to our own merit, but
it is based on the great High Priest Jesus
who paved the way.

As a verb, admit means acknowledg-
ing that something is true. Taylor writes,
“When we respond to the command to
pray in Jesus’ name, we are admitting
the bankruptcy of our own name. We
are renouncing our own worth and merit
at the throne of grace. We are admitting
that in our flesh dwells no good thing,
that we have no worth whereby His grace
to claim.”3

As we approach God in prayer—in
Jesus’ name—we peel away layers of
pride and toss aside the cloak of self. We
bow before Him on the merits of His
Son alone.

Praying under an
Assumed Name
This leads nicely into the next truth

about praying in the name of Jesus,
which is assuming His identity. Identity



theft, particularly in this electronic age,
is a common, costly crime. Illegally ob-
taining another person’s Social Security
number and credit card number often
offers tremendous financial gain as well
as a new identity. Identity theft is repre-
hensible in our temporal world, yet it is
encouraged—demanded, in fact—from
an eternal perspective.

“To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray un-
der an assumed name.”4 Our own names
carry no weight, nor do they wield any
influence as we kneel in the presence
of God. “All our righteous acts are like
filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). Yet the name that
is above every name—]Jesus—unlocks
the doors of heaven and rolls out a red
carpet to the very throne of God.

When we come to Christ, our
identity changes. We are new cre-
ations. “The old has gone, the new
is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17). That new cre-
ation identity, synonymous with Jesus
Himself, provides an entrée we could
never have on our own.

Closely aligned with assuming
Christ’s identity in prayer is interceding
by His authority. Since He now resides at
the right hand of the Father, we are His
Spirit-filled representatives on this fallen
earth, acting by His authority.

God’s Word says, “We are . . . Christ’s
ambassadors” (2 Cor. 5:20). Generally
speaking, an ambassador is an authorized
attaché or messenger for a high-ranking
official. As born-again believers, we are
the Lord’s representatives on earth, acting
by His authority. That authority applies to
our prayer lives as well.

Power of Attorney

raying in the name of
Jesus also gives us, in
effect, the power of

| attorney. A power-of-
 attorney document is a
written instrument autho-
rizing a person to act as a representative
in private, business, or legal affairs. In
the Kingdom of God, Taylor writes,

“Jesus has given every believer unlimited
and general power of attorney in all mat
ters and with this the right to use his
name in every situation!” Prayer is one
of those occasions.

During his third missionary journey,
while in Ephesus, Paul encountered Jews
trying to cast out demons in Jesus’ name.
On one occasion an evil spirit said to the
Jews: “Jesus I know, and Paul I know
about, but who are you?” (Acts 19:15). The
demon-possessed man then turned on the
Jewish exorcists, beating them badly.

Common Desires,
Common Goals

raying in Jesus’ name means

complying with His will.
In other words, praying in

] Christ’s name is fruitless

" unless, by knowing Him,

you want what He wants

and have His best interests in mind.

Scripture promises us, “This is the
confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us. And if we know that he
hears us—whatever we ask—we know
that we have what we asked of him” (1 John
5:14-15).

Praying in His name means sifting
through our wants and wishes, making
sure they line up with His. We discover
His desires by reading the Word, relying
on the indwelling Spirit, communicating
with mature believers, and using God-
given common sense. He’s not going to
answer in a way contrary to His charac-
ter or inconsistent with His Word.

When President Abraham Lincoln
was touring a Civil War battlefield, a
wounded Union soldier looked up at him
and said, “Mr. President, don’t you think
that we should pray that God would be

on our side?”

START THE DISCUSSION
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Praying in the name of

Lincoln responded, “Sir, my concern
is not whether God is on our side, my
greatest concern is to be on God’s side,
for God is always right.”®

I’ll never forget the reply an elderly
gentleman gave when I asked him his
opinion on a decision that needed to be
made. He answered, “Todd, I like what
you like.” In other words, he apparently
felt we had the same mindset.

Praying in the name of Jesus means
aligning ourselves with His will. Align-
ing ourselves with His will means ac-
knowledging that He’s always right and
that we want that rightness to prevail in
our lives and in the world. We like what
He likes, and we want as many people as
possible to like it, too.

The Sheer Joy

o > inally, praying in the

. name of Jesus ignites

1|| jubilation. On the

" night before His cru-
cifixion, Jesus said to
the disciples, “Until now

you have not asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will receive and your
joy will be complete” (John 16:24).

I recently read that the joy exhibited
in the lives of believers is the #1 factor
that attracts unsaved people to church.
Understanding this, Satan does anything
he can to oppress and suppress it. Scrip-
ture says he “comes only to steal and kill
and destroy” (John 10:10).

Our salvation is safe because of the
blood of Jesus and His solid grip on our
souls. Knowing that, the adversary and
his henchmen will do all within their
power to steal our joy. Bold and consis-
tent prayer in the name of Jesus helps
establish joy in our lives, while at the
same time building a wall of protection
to keep the enemy away.

An unbeliever in Africa was taken

‘ . Jesus ignites

jubilatione.

prisoner of war. Around his neck, he

wore a charm with a small leather case
attached. When this was taken away from
him one day, he went into a mad frenzy,
begging that it be returned. He was even
prepared to sacrifice his right hand for it.
As it turned out, the little amulet that he
valued as life itself contained a small piece
of paper, on which was written the word
God. He thought that simply wearing this
charm protected him from evil. When, at
last, the amulet was returned to him, he
was so overjoyed that he cried, fell to the
ground, and kissed the feet of the man
who gave it back to him.

The name of Jesus goes far beyond
words written on paper or a phrase
voiced to conclude a prayer. Transformed
by His name, with humbled heart, we
receive salvation of our souls, admission
to His presence, identification with His
Person, authorization to minister on His
behalf, unification with His will, and
jubilation in His name.

Discover the unsearchable things that
await those willing to do what it takes to
pray in His name.

“Call to me and I will answer you
and tell you great and unsearchable
things you do not know” (Jer. 33:3).

Lallaboutprayer.orglin -the-name-of-jesus-faq.
htm.

2]ack R. Taylor, Prayer: Life’s Limitless Reach
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1977), 69.
31bid, 71.

41bid.

STbid.
Gbminyquote.cam/quotes/aut/mrs/a/abm/mm_
lincoln-html.

TODD GADDIS is pastor of
~| First Baptist Church of Lafay-
ette, GA. This article is taken
from his tenth book Unsearch-
able Things, to be published
carly 2015 (toddgaddis.com).
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F Not long ago, my husband and I received a letter from a friend’s f

son. This teenager, about to go on his first mission trip, was

asking for prayer and financial support. In our years of working
with youth at various churches, we've received numer-

G e t O n g O 1 n g ous letters like this as young people step out in faith to

follow God’s leading on a particular path.

Prayer

Such letters remind me of the first time I wrote
Supp Ort one. In college, and a new Christian at the time, I
desperately wanted to join my peers on a spring break

mission trip to a children’s home in Oklahoma. The pastor of

my home church encouraged me to write a letter to the congre-
gation, asking for prayer and for help to pay the costs of the trip.
I did so reluctantly, wondering if anyone would respond.

The result? Their support overwhelmed me.

PRAYERCONNECT.NET 39



Prayer Teams:
Not Just for Missionaries

In the years I've been a Christian I've
noticed this theme: missionaries, long-
and short-term ones, routinely ask for
prayer support. They mobilize a group
of people who commit to pray for them

) b ol

are not alone in our

MOST PEOPLE NEED GENTLE
reminders and encouragement to faithfully pray for
the salvation of neighbors and coworkers. Be Jesus
in Your Neighborhood and Shine His Light are two
complementary books that encourage people to

make “prayer, care and share” a lifestyle.

Shine His Light will inspire people of the possibilities
and Be Jesus in Your Neighborhood is a 30-day

devotional to equip and motivate them to pray for,

care for, and share Jesus with those around them.

mission.

regularly or for the duration of the trip.
Rarely, though, have I seen it outside the
context of missions.

A writer friend pointed this out
recently. No matter our gifts or voca-
tion, we’re all called to be missionaries.
Shouldn’t we, then, ask for prayer sup-
port for the mission God has given us?

Her questions prompted us to form a
small group of writers who pray for each
other in the trials and triumphs of pur-
suing the call to write. It is a reminder
that we are not alone in our mission. The
writer of Hebrews says, “Let us consider
how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not giving up

O ARE LIFESTYLE IN
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meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day ap-
proaching” (Heb. 10:24-25).

Before my friend’s plea for support
from other writers, I had come to a simi-
lar conclusion: Even though I was not
a missionary in the traditional sense of
the word, writing was my mission, and
I needed the support of a team. So nine
months ago, I rallied an “inner circle”
of ten friends to pray for my writing.
And knowing I have their support keeps
me going. They have made Paul’s words
to the Galatians a reality: “Let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up” (Gal. 6:9).

Whether you're serving in full-time

CARE,
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ministry, in full-time employment, in
all-the-time parenting, or in a volunteer
position in the church, it might be time
to think like a missionary and assemble a
prayer team.

1 Identify your mission. What

o is the ministry or work you're
most passionate about or most in-
volved in? For me, it’s writing. I've
been a full-time journalist, pare-time
freelancer, and unpaid blogger. 'm
currently working on my first novel,
and I know that moving ahead with
the calling God has for me will re-
quire much prayer and reliance on
His Spirit.

Are you in leadership at your
job? Does your heart thrill to work
with children’s ministry? Is your job
stressful or unpredictable? Do you
struggle with parenting your kids?

In whatever you spend the bulk of
your time doing or want to do better,

partnering with people who will sup-
port you in prayer can be a first step
toward growth.

Make a list. Who are the peo-
2 o ple in your life who know your
heart for this work and are commit
ted to prayer? I asked ten trustwor-
thy friends if they would consider
praying for me on a monthly basis.
I've known some of these people for
a lifetime; others I've only recently
met. [ wasn’t sure they would all say
yes, but they did. Maybe you don’t
need ten people. Maybe you need
one or two. Try to think of individ-
uals you can regularly connect with
either in person or through email.
My team is a mix of both.

Make a plan. When ask-
3 e ing these friends to pray, I
proposed sending an email near
the beginning of the month, listing
specific ways they could pray for

my writing. And I pledged to pray
for them one day a week through-
out the month. Occasionally, if
an urgent need comes up, I'll send
an additional email or message.
Though they have committed to
this, I don’t want to be a nuisance,
so I aim for fewer messages. Your
plan might be a weekly email or text
message or phone call to check in
about the week ahead and the week
that passed. Figure out what works
for you and your prayer-support
partner(s), but don’t be afraid to
change if it’s not working.

Give grace. Allow for people

e to tell you no or to withdraw if

the commitment becomes too great.
Circumstances change and a com-
mitment in one season of life might
last only during that season. Trust
that God will give you the right

person or people for your team, and

Get Your Group Better Connected

www.prayershop.org | 800-217-5200 | 812-238-5504
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trust that He will work regardless of
the number.

Unexpected Results

When I enacted this plan, I wasn’t sure
what to expect. I had no grand ideas that
God would automatically open wide the
publishing doors because I'd enlisted a

prayer team. I just needed the support.
But I've found that having a prayer team
offers benefits I didn’t imagine.

First, there’s accountability. Every
month when I send the email about my
opportunities in writing, I follow up
on the items from the previous month.
Sometimes I've completed them. Some-
times I haven’t.

Calling Intercessors

to the
NATIONAL PRAYER
ASSEMBLY

National prayer leaders are sensing a call to gather
in Washington D.C. to pray for our nation.
We are inviting those whom God is
likewise calling to join us.

This is a non-political gathering where we

will in humble repentance, pray over our

nation at this critical time.

Washington, D.C.
October 29-30, 2014,
For information go to:

nationalprayercommittee.com
(Or read article on page 10)

Co-sponsored by
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Either way, ’'m putting my goals
in writing for other people to see. Its
much harder to continue procrastinat-
ing when I know I have a report to give
each month. And my reports encourage
people to ask me how my writing is com-
ing along. In the past, when I've kept my
writing to myself, it was much easier to
get discouraged.

This leads to the second benefit of
having a prayer team: encouragement.

We all need it. Even if were working

at something we love, whether paid or
not, we can feel discouraged or drained
from time to time. When I've been hon-
est about my struggles to write during a
particular month, a short “Keep up the
good work” note from one of my prayer
team members reminds me that ’'m not
in it alone.

And that fosters community, the third
benefit of a prayer team. Sometimes I'm
reluctant to talk about my writing, but
my husband will tell everyone what I'm
working on. During a recent small group
gathering from our church, he talked
about my current project. I don’t always
expect to be taken seriously as a writer
because it’s not a full-time job yet. But
our small group members encouraged me
and prayed for my creativity and success
as a writer. Having a prayer team invites
people into my life and reminds me that
I can’t do this alone.

Near the end of his letter to the Ro-
mans, Paul, in essence, sends a prayer re-
quest to the church: “Strive together with
me in your prayers to God . . . that my
service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable
to the saints” (Rom. 15:30—31, NASB).

God expects us to “work for the
Kingdom” in relationship with others.
Having a prayer team can remind us of
the importance of our work and the need
for togetherness.

& | LISABARTELT is a freelance
L8| writer and frequent blogger
(Imbartelt.wordpress.com). Her
work has also appeared in cur-
)| riculum for Group Publishing.



TIPS

Managing My Prayer Lists

’m trying out a new app for my

iPhone that is helping me organize

my prayer life and manage my list
of requests. Echo Prayer Manager is de-
signed to keep track of names and prayer
requests—and then serve them up to you
in a way that keeps you praying at vari-
ous times during the day.

It can be hard to get through a long
list of prayer needs during your daily
quiet time. One of the great features of
Echo is the ability to assign repeating
prayer reminders throughout the day. I
can schedule some requests for a daily
rotation; others on a certain day of the
week at a certain time. But there is also
a feature that allows me to set times dur-
ing the day when the app pushes notifi-
cations to my phone to pray for a request.

I've chosen to set hourly reminders

throughout the day to pray. Then Echo
randomly selects prayer requests and sends
me an alert. If 'm at a place where I can
quickly pray, I stop and take a few minutes
to pray for the request.

When I want to take more extended
time to pray, I can simply pray through
my entire list that is again served to me
randomly. When I go on a walk, I can
use the feature that allows me to “swipe”
through my requests as I walk and pray.

I’'m enjoying being surprised at vari-
ous times throughout the day when I'm
notified to pray for a friend or family
member—and I trust God is orchestrat-
ing that timing. By the end of the day
I've prayed through my list.

Echo has a nice, clean look to it, with
plenty of space to write more detailed
requests. It can also organize requests

Warriors under His Wings

t started with an email from my son

Ben during the Iraq War. The email

subject line caught my attention that
summer day: “In the Sandbox.” I knew
what it meant. Ben, a Navy Flyer in
2006, was on the ground in Iraq.

Inhaling sharply, I fought the well-
ing tears. I trembled as I responded to
my son’s unexpected announcement.
Before that time I'd found some comfort
that Ben was relatively safe, flying off an
aircraft carrier on the Persian Gulf. Now
my son had been sent to the war zone
on special duty. Id already lost my only
daughter to cancer. God was stretching
my faith and trust to the limits.

God, why have You placed my son in
even greater danger?

Then I remembered God’s assignment
for His Son. And I wept. And I submit-
ted myself to His will. I knew I needed to
entrust my son into the Lord’s hands.

A friend shared Psalm 91 as a way

to pray. Begging the Lord to shield Ben
should he ever be in danger, I prayed the
Psalm with heartfelt assurance. Other
days my faith was frayed and weak, but I
continued to claim the verses in Psalm 91.

Soon my focus expanded. There were
other military families who shared my
fear. So I added their warriors to my
prayers. I now keep a list in my Bible so I
can lift them up by name.

'This is what I pray through Psalm 91:

* Safery: “Surely he will save you from
the fowler’s snare” (v. 3).

* Freedom from fear: “You will not
fear the terror of night” (v. 5).

* His angels ro protect: “He will com-
mand His angels concerning you to
guard you” (v. 11).

* Success in their mission: “You will tread
on the lion and the cobra” (v. 13).

* Salvation through Jesus: “If you
say, “The Lord is my refuge’ . . . no
harm will overtake you” (vv. 9-10).

Ideas to Stimulate Prayer

with hashtags for family, church, health
needs, etc. There is even a way to show
your requests on a T'V or projector,
which is great for small groups.

There are plans to add an Android
platform and ways to share requests with
other Echo app users. You can learn more
at the website: new.echoprayer.com.

CAROL MADISON is editor of Prayer Connect.

Ben came home safely from that first
deployment. There have been two more
since then. Each time I have lifted him
up in prayer and believed the promises of
Psalm 91.

By now, I have the Psalm memorized.
It is tucked in my heart just as my list
of warriors is tucked in my Bible. Most
of the service men and women I pray
for have no idea I am lifting them up in
prayer each day.

While I understand that not all of
my prayers are answered according to my
desires, I believe the Lord has called me
to this prayer ministry. And I know that
He is working, whether I see the answers
or not. He has called me to “pray with-
out ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17, kyv). I leave
the results with Him.

ELAINE MARIE COOPER is the author of
Fields of the Fatherless and Bethany’s Calendar,

a memoir of her daughter’s battle with brain
cancer (elainemariecooper.com).
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TIPS

Pray the

n a recent trip to the Middle

East, I experienced a very

powerful prayer practice that
is common among Nigerian Christians.
I was privileged to be the pastor at a spe-
cial event of blessing a newborn’s name.

Patterned after Luke 1:57—-66 where
Zechariah declared that his child's name
was to be John, Nigerian believers do
not announce the name of their child
until the 8th day of his or her life. This is
done at a prayer gathering of family and
friends.

With everyone standing, the parents
and child were positioned in the middle.
We first sang some choruses. Next, I
invited anyone who wanted to bless the
child and parents to pray. In typical
Nigerian style, we all prayed out loud at

FREE
DOWNLOADS

A central location
that points you to

free prayer resources.

. xhaI'VEStprayer.COm
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.~ s Name

once. Then the parents prayed over their
little one. Finally I prayed a prayer of
blessing over the little boy.

After prayer, the father shared why
he picked the names (for Nigerians most
children have multiple names given to
them by family members). In this case,
the mother shared a testimony about
some of the blessings of the pregnancy
and birth. At the end we passed a plate
and people chipped in money toward a
bank account for the child.

It was a deeply moving experience. In
our Western culture, people might not
value the meaning and significance of a
child's name. But imagine what a bless-
ing it would be for friends and families

to bless a newborn's family with such a
prayer gathering! Blessings are powerful.
Even though in some cultures a child's
name is usually given at birth, having a
gathering to pray over a newborn would
be very meaningful to a family. You can
look up what the child's name means
and introduce it before prayer so that
people gathered can pray those traits over
and for the little one.

Creating this kind of new tradition
in families and churches can serve to get
people praying for a children at the start
of their lives. What a beautiful begin-
ning!

JONATHAN GRAF is publisher of Prayer Connect.

Will You Pray with Us?

Prayer Connect magazine needs you! We are grateful for readers who will

come alongside us and uphold us in prayer:
* Pray that God will continue to expand the reach of Prayer Connect into
churches, prayer teams, pastoral staffs, and ministry leadership. Some

churches order bulk copies or send individual subscriptions to key

church leaders. Please pray for additional subscriptions. We need them!

Pray that the editorial staff will be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading about

the themes and content of each issue. What is the Spirit saying to the
Church—and how can we communicate that? Please pray that our staff

will discern the times and purposes of the Lord.

Pray for the unification of the many prayer movements emerging in

our nation toward a common goal of prayer for revival and spiritual

awakening. We are encouraged that God is raising up more ministries
with the same call. Pray that Prayer Connect can help serve all these

movements as a unifying voice.

Pray for finances to sustain the magazine and Harvest Prayer Minis-

tries, the parent ministry for Prayer Connect. Pray for Dave and Kim
Butts and Jon Graf as they travel extensively, representing the minis-
tries and teaching in churches and at conferences.

Thank you for keeping us in your prayers. Send us an email to let us know
how you are praying—and if the Lord is speaking anything to you that we
need to hear (editor@prayerconnect.net). Some of you have responded with an

email, which greatly encourages us!



Intimacy and Ignited Intercession

ick LaFountain has a pas-

sion to motivate a renewed

love for prayer and the pres-

ence of God in churches. As
a retired pastor, he has created a website
(prayertoday.org) with a wealth of prayer
resources to help pastors, church lead-
ers, and congregations discover power
through a disciplined daily walk in
prayer. There are so many resources here
that you can spend considerable time
just poking around and reading articles,
helpful hints, and even lengthy books!

Under LaFountain’s leadership, his

former church became a place known
for experiencing the manifest presence
of God. Revival, repentance, healings,
and conversions were common. He now
mentors and coaches pastors in ministry,
in prayer disciplines, and in strategic
planning. This website is a gift gleaned
from his years of experience as a pastor
and prayer leader.

Exploring the Site

You can begin anywhere on the website
to access the same information in differ-
ent contexts. Here are a few features to
get started:

Prayer Coach: If you look in the
center column of the home page, you
will find powerful prayer disciplines to
help you focus your prayer life. Click
on Free Downloads to find the newest
information posted on the site. As of this
writing it was A Guide to Intercessory
Prayer, which includes a 12-step prayer
guide and prayer training. The material
is valuable for individuals, families, and
churches to key in on the principles of
intercession. The prayer guide is put into
three-minute segments.

PDF Resources: There are also
several comprehensive resources available

as PDF documents. You will find photos
set apart in boxes with a variety of topics
to choose from. Each is in a blog-style
format and very engaging. A particu-
larly helpful one is 7 Days of Solitude
(“Breaking the habit of noise, busyness,
and people-addictions”), which dis-
cusses the principles of Sabbath rest and
includes a plan for Seven Days of Fast-
ing and Silence. Other topics are Pray-
ing the Word, Prayer Retreats, Prayer
Sabbaticals, and 16 Prayer Disciplines.

Sidebars: On both side columns of
the home page, you will see several top-
ics. The right side features many PDFs
that you can download for personal
use. There are Helps and Hints, Prayer
Guides, Prayer Strategies, and many
worksheets with topics such as: Believ-
ing Prayer Survey, Daily Prayer Chart,
Spiritual Life Inventory, Hindrances to
Prayer, and Your Prayer Habits. LaFoun-
tain writes in a very engaging and easy-
to-understand way yet gives insightful
wisdom to help both the beginner and
the more seasoned intercessor.

Retreats and Prayer Concerts: Also
on the right-hand side is a section titled
Retreats and Concerts. One of the most
helpful topics is Cheap Prayer Retreats.
LaFountain gives helpful suggestions
about places to go for an inexpensive
retreat time with God. Here is some
advice about things to avoid as you
search for a private retreat:

* Avoid going with other people. It
is not fellowship you seek.

* Avoid crowded areas and peak
holiday times.

* Avoid motels. They are often more
temptation than quiet.

* Avoid toys. You are not there to
play. Leave your TV, computer,
and radios at home.

SURF'SUP I€

Prayer on the Internet

* Avoid recreation. Stay away from
recreation areas, where there is too
much to do.

* Avoid the poison ivy!

The heading, Two Prayer Concerts,
presents two unique and engaging
concerts of prayer formats. Most con-
certs of prayer are done in a corporate
setting. LaFountain’s design offers an
opportunity to enjoy the presence of the
Lord with others present; however, it
also allows individuals to seek God on
their own. Check out his suggestion for
two types of rooms that are uniquely
equipped for two different modes of
intercession: Oasis rooms for quiet and
personal preparation of hearts before
God, and Outpost rooms equipped
with helpful resources for the work of
intercession. As LaFountain says, “There
is nothing like praying to teach you to
pray.”

Get yourself a cup of coffee or tea
and sit down to peruse prayertoday.org. It
will take you awhile, but you will glean a
wealth of information and be challenged
to expand and change your prayer life.
As the website says, “We exist to train
God-hungry people in the disciplines of
prayer.”

What's Not to Like?

n Here are some prayer pages on
Facebook we encourage you
to “Like.” (Add www.facebook.

com before the / on each address.)
Prayer Connect
/prayerconnect
Harvest Prayer Ministries
harvestprayer
Pray the Word
Ipraytheword
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Encouragement for Prayer Mobilizers

Rallying Prayer Support for Your Pastor | ey kaye jonns

ost churches have great
intentions regarding
prayer for their pastoral
staff. But getting people
to pray for their pastor(s) consistently is a
bit more difficult. If you have a heart to
pray for your pastor and a desire to iden-
tify and encourage others to pray as well,
where do you start? Here is a simple plan:

Pray about it. Ask God to lead you
to others with a similar desire, and to pre-
pare their hearts to want to join you. Pray
about which individuals, specifically, to
ask before you contact them. You will have
more success in recruiting people who
already have a heart to pray this way—and
the Spirit will lead you to them.

Begin with a core group. Don’t
worry about the numbers. Start with a
small group of committed people. You'll
want to name the group so it can be
readily identified within the church. It’s
important to define the group with a
stated purpose, simple guidelines, and
expectations. You also want to be sure
that the church leaders know about your
group and are willing to endorse it.

Invite the people on your list to a
start-up meeting. Explain your heart for
praying for the pastor and ask them to
join you. Explain how you will be orga-
nized, generally, but ask for their input.
Some things to consider:

* What is the purpose of your group?
Your purpose will be to pray for your
pastor, and, if you choose, for his or
her family. Keep the purpose simple,
clear, and focused. If you have a
larger staff; you will need to decide
if you are praying primarily for the
senior pastor or for all the pastors.

* How long are you asking people to
commit to pray? Having a specific
time frame of three months, six
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months, or a year provides a way
for people to make a realistic initial
commitment.

How will you communicate with
the group? Email is one of the most
efficient ways. Create an email con-
tact group and email people on a
regular basis to keep them informed
and motivated.

What will the group be expected to
pray for? Some pastors may provide
prayer requests, but in the begin-
ning it will be helpful to center the
group’s prayer around Scripture.

How often are you asking them

to commit to pray—daily? Once a
week? Be sure to include the words
“at least” daily or once a week, or
“as the Lord leads.” You want to
help people set realistic commit-
ments they can succeed in keeping.
* After your initial meeting, send out
revised guidelines based on your
discussion to those who attended
the meeting and others who may
join your group later.

Support and encourage your
group. Once people have committed to
pray, they will need your encouragement
to stay on task over a period of time.
Consider these things:

* What prayer resources will you
provide? Perhaps the most impor-
tant thing will be Scripture prayers
or verses they can use as personal
prayer prompts. When you come
across other encouraging resources,
be sure to share them.

* How often will you provide resourc-
es? Once a week you could send new
verses or prayers. These can serve as
weekly reminders to pray.

* Will you meet together periodically?

Coming together will give you the
opportunity to pray corporately
and share prayer resources. As you
conclude your first year, you might
consider a more formal gathering,
perhaps with the pastor. Use the
occasion to thank people and pro-
vide the opportunity for them to
reenlist.

How will you keep your group
committed? People need to be
shown appreciation. Be intentional
about affirming them on a regular
basis with hand-written notes or
emails. Pray for each one by name.

Encourage praying for the pastor
throughout your church membership.
Offer regular invitations for new people
to join your group.

* Visit small groups. Enlist the help
of your primary prayer group to
visit classes and Bible studies to
encourage people to add your pastor
to their group prayer lists and per-
sonal prayer times.

* Use the Sunday worship guide or
church bulletin. Ask if you can in-
clude a weekly Scripture verse to pray
for your pastor and other church
leaders.

As prayer leaders in our churches,
we can’t motivate people to pray for our
pastor. Only God can. Our role is to
provide opportunity, resources, and en-
couragement for those whose hearts He
touches.

KAYE JOHNS and her hus-
band Jim founded PrayerPower
Ministries in 1994. Their
website (prayerpowerministries.
com) offers prayer training and
other practical materials.




The ReVival We Need I By Armin R. Gesswein

hall we see revival again in our land?

Many were asking this question when I returned from my first min-

istry in Norway’s revivals in 1937-38. The apostasy doctrine had taken

over in many minds, the thinking that we were in the “last days,” that the great

falling away from the faith that was predicted had come and that few would be

saved, as in Noah’s day.

Bug, fresh from the fires of revival, my
response was quick. “Yes, I do expect re-
vivals, even in these ‘last days, God says,
‘It shall come to pass in the last days, . . . I
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh”™”
(Acts 2:17, kyv). New movements have
come—the massive Billy Graham Cru-
sades, for example—and as people started
to see multitudes (not just a handful)
come to Christ, the thinking changed.
Revival again became an acceptable word.
It even became popular.

But another question kept getting
louder: Can we expect to see revivals in
our churches again? My answer is, “Yes;
where else?” We live in exciting times
and the most exciting thing is to see God
at work in many congregations. Many
are coming alive in new ways now. Won-

derful!

Passing and Permanent
The big question is, What is the revival we
need? The revival we need is a return to
normal New Testament Christianity as it
was experienced in the Jerusalem congre-
gation. That church presents to us God’s
normal pattern of church life—ongoing,
not something pumped up or pepped up
or stepped up by promotion. Rather, it
gives us the normal, the standard for the
church—not something special.

At Pentecost both the passing and
the permanent were displayed. The pass-
ing was not the normal: the rushing

mighty wind, the tongues of fire. What
continued was the normal: a church
membership filled with the Spirit, on fire
for Christ, every member strong in prayer
and in the prayer meetings, a power-
filled, witnessing church. A congregation
to which “the Lord added . . . daily those
who were being saved” [Acts 2:47, amp],
one that “continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine . . . and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers” [v. 42, xjv]. And
one where the reverential awe of God
rested over the assembly.

Normal, Not Special

This is the day of the special and the spe-
cialist. We are all geared to this think-
ing, even in the church. We have “special
meetings,” and add on an “extra-special,”
a “super” and finally a “super-duper.” But
the problem is that most all of our spe-
cials put together leave us below the New
Testament norm; our “supers” still leave
us superficial.

The Jerusalem congregation did not
need the many “special” meetings we
have. I am not against them; I am in-
volved in them myself. But the Jerusalem
church had a normal which was higher
than our special. People were converted
and “added to them” all the time.

They did not hold a series of special
evangelistic meetings or depend on a
special evangelist. Apart from Philip,
one does not even read of evangelists.

CLAS

Time-tested Truths

This is not to say they did not have them.
But their evangelism was not evangelist-
evangelism. It was church-evangelism, the
strongest and deepest kind. It produced
and reproduced converts “after its kind,”
so that the thousands added to it were all
“of one accord.” The power of the Holy
Spirit and the bringing forth of spiritual
children took place within the congrega-
tion, the burdened, praying assembly.

We do not read of special revival
meetings in the Jerusalem church. Their
normal was better than that. Even when
their preachers were in jail, the work
continued as powerfully as ever. Why?
Because the power was not only in the
preacher or the pulpit, but also in the pew.
Because of this there was tremendous di-
mension of power in the pulpit as well.

Don’t Settle

In the New Testament it is the church—
especially the local congregation—and
not some kind of revival that is the major
unit of the action of the Holy Spirit.

A good assembly—like a good jet
engine—is meant for great altitude and
for a strong, normal cruising speed.
Many of our churches have “engine”
problems. They lack power. The prayer
life is so low that they do not even have
enough prayer-thrust to get airborne!

We should not settle for anything less
than normal New Testament churches.

Is not this the revival we need? God’s
Word calls us to our knees for it, and
gives us faith to expect it.

ARMIN R. GESSWEIN (1908-2001) was the
founder and director of Revival Prayer Fellow-
ships, Inc., and Ministers’ Prayer Fellowship. He
was also a leading intercessor for Billy Graham's
crusade ministry. This excerpt is taken from
With One Accord in One Place, which is being
rereleased by PrayerShop Publishing in Septem-
ber 2014.
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